West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
May 19th, 2026
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, May 19th in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Tony Berarducci, Gary Johnson, Randy Shincovich, Daniel Palfey, Terri Eckels, and Jaqueline Pawlik were called present during roll call. Engineer Dalton Mack, Solicitor Ryan and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Solicitor DiMascio and Mayor Popovich were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion 05-01 made by Councilman Shincovich to amend the agenda to add Resolution 2026-11 for PennDOT. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Opening of Bids received for Goehring Park for the planting and pruning of trees related to the previously awarded DCNR Grant. The following bids were opened at the time of the meeting in the order of what were received:
· Barlet 
· Pruning only - $14,016.00
· Carl’s Tree Service
· Pruning - $11,550.00
· Planting - $24,000.00
· Davey
· Pruning - $7,020.00
· Planting - $23,140.00
Motion 05-02 made by Councilman Johnson to award Davey’s for pruning and planting at Goehring Park related to previously awarded DCNR Grant pending DCNR review. Second by Pawlik. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Delegates:  
John Gergely was present to ask Council when he should be receiving his sign permit, he applied for over a month ago. Solicitor Ryan answered a time frame is not able to be given at this time and Mr. Gergely’s concern will be taken under advisement.
Ben Stinemyer was present to show his support for the Borough tearing down GC Murphy building.
Motion 05-03 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the previous minutes. Second by Pawlik. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Mack presented the Engineers report with the following motions needing adopted.
Motion 05-04 made by Councilman Palfey to approve State Pipe quote for $3,650.00 per day to drain the lift station. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 05-05 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution 2026-12 for the CFA Act 13 Grant program. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 05-06 made by Councilman Palfey to approve the Vine Street Playground selection through CoStars for the Vine Street Park Improvements Project: Selection of Option 1 in the amount of $38,946.00. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Chad Shincovich presented Supervisors report including a new sump pump installed at the ballfields, all gutters and down spouts were rerouted.
Solicitors Report – Nothing to report at this time.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Nothing at this time.

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich was not present.
Motion 05-07 was made by Council woman Eckels to table the approval of $800 for two 10x10 white sheets on Commercial building for the mural at this time. Second Palfey. Motion tabled by unanimous vote.
Emergency Management:  Paul Williams addressed the airport seminar he was present for. Mr. Williams spoke upon the Community Festival and will work with the Community Festival members for road barriers. Time capsule parade will be July 4th
Bills – Motion 05-08 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bills. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer.  
Tax Collectors Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer on behalf of Tax Collector 

Committee Reports: 
· Finance & Budget: 
· Motion 05-09 made by councilman Johnson to approve the Borough to pay $16,500.00 to the Land Bank to be able to demolish the GC Murphy Building this year; pending an agreement of the borough obtaining 105 E. Main Street property free and clear. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Streets: 
· Motion 05-10 made by councilman Palfey to advertise the following street to be paved under the 2026 Liquid Fuels paving project not to exceed $108,000.00:
· Vine street from S Third to S. Fifth
· Vine Street from Grand Ave. to Dead-end – 190’x42’  .   126’x35’
· Broadway Street from Center Street to Dead-end (School Entrance) – bit. Wedge curb 
· S. Second Street from Vine Street to SR 136 – Traffic Loop Sensors @ SR 136
· S. Second Street from SR 136 to “A Point” as directed
· S. Sixth Street from Penn Street to Center Street
· Motion 05-11 made by Councilman Palfey to advertise Ordinance 2026-2 for hearing to be held June 16th at 6:15PM
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report. 
Motion 05-12 was made by Councilman Shincovich to reimburse Stacy Williams Mileage for Wastewater Management course in the amount of $777.20 Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Nothing to report.
· Insurance: Nothing to report. 
· Personnel: Requested an executive session.
· Public Safety: Nothing to report. 
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: An Electronic waste day was looked into; it was determined by Council pricing was not feasible at this time to hold an e-waste day for 2026.
· Bridge River & Trail: Bids to PennDot have been pushed to 5/21/2026 – Latest information on the bridge is available on Borough Facebook page and website. Ms. Eckels stated President Cooper will be working to assist with finding help to water plants/trees through out town. Ms. Eckels gave a gracious Thank you to the Borough public works crew for assisting with the hanging baskets that were delivered.
Communications:
Motion 05-13 made by councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution 2026-11 related to PennDot. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Councilman Requests/Communications:
Councilman Palfey invited Council, Police and Borough workers to the VFW for breakfast at 7AM and to follow the Memorial Day parade beginning at 9AM  - Monday, May 25th.

Adjournment
Motion 05-14 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting into executive session. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
