West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
March 17th, 2026
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, March 17th in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson, Randy Shincovich, Terri Eckels, and Jaqueline Pawlik were called present during roll call. Engineer Dalton Mack, Mayor Popovich and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Tony Berarducci and Daniel Palfey were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates:  No Delegates
Motion 03-01 made by Council woman Pawlik to accept the previous minutes. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Mack presented the Engineers report – giving an update on the three pumps that are down and are working on resolutions with bypass pumps were Solicitor would like to pursue warranty if possible.
Motion 03-02  made by Councilman Johnson to approve the CoStars quote as provided by Pumpman Pittsburgh for purchase and installation of three(3) pumps at the lift station, including a spare motor, under the PA Small Water and Sewer Grant Project, pending final review by LSSE. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-03 made by Councilman Shincovich to approve the CoStars quote as provided by Pumpman Pittsburgh for piping and valve replacement at the lift station under the PA Small Water and Sewer Grant Project, pending final review by LSSE. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-04 made by Council woman Eckels to authorize the payment in the amount of $2,560.00 for the submission of the LTCP Phase II Forcemain Replacement Project Permit Package to CSX for the railroad permit. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 03-05 made by Councilman Shincovich to authorize payment in the amount f $500.00 for the submission of the LTCP Phase II Forecmain Replacement Project Permit Package to PaDEP for the Water Quality Management Part II Permit. Second by Pawlik. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-06 made by Council woman Eckels to table suggested CFA grant applications for further discussion with council. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-07 made by Council woman Eckels to authorize LSSE to survey and prepare existing conditions drawings for the Vine Street Park Improvements project. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Chad Shincovich presented Supervisors report – Chipping will be April 27th
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Krisha DiMascio reviewed the Multi Modal Grant that was awarded to the borough, condemnation hearing on 115 E. Main Street was completed prior to this meeting. Ms. DiMascio will give council an ebike ordinance to review, a letter will be prepared to be sent to MAWC pertaining to the catch basin on west side. Ms. DiMascio also requested a short executive session regarding property.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Working with the Solicitor on condemnation for 115 E. Main Street.
Code Enforcement has begun and courtesy notices have been sent out.

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor’s report was presented by Mayor Popovich. Requested Executive session.
Rivers of Steel Heritage Corp. mural placement is underway, waiting for a final response from Commercial Bank.
Emergency Management:  Motion 03-08 made by Councilman Johnson to amend the agenda to condemn 115 E. Main Street. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-09 made by Councilman Johnson to condemn 115 E. Main Street. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-10 made by council woman Pawlik to reimburse Paul Williams in the amount of $30 for KEMA membership for 2026. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-11 made by council woman Eckels to adopt Resolution 2026-8, adopting 2025 Westmoreland County Hazard Mitigation Plan. Second by Pawlik. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Paul Williams was present this evening; to report updates and reported the Bicentennial Time capsule date will be July 4th, 2026 at West Newton Cemetery with a 4th of July Parade. Mr. Williams is working on a mutual aide agreement with other municipalities. Mr. Williams is also looking into obtaining a river gauge and placing it on the bridge.
Bills – Motion 003-12 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bills. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer.  

Tax Collectors Report – No report currently 

Committee Reports: 
· Finance & Budget: President Cooper attended the Southwest PA HUB who could potentially assist with obtaining a marketing intern. Land Bank is in favor or assisting the borough with funding and obtaining 105 E. Main Street.
· Streets: Will look into grant opportunities to replace 2002 GMC Dump Truck
Motion 03-13 made by councilman Johnson to rent a chipper not to exceed $420 for one day of chipping – April 27th. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted unanimously.
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report. 
Motion 03-14 was made by Councilman Shincovich to reimburse Stacy Williams Mileage for Wastewater Management course in the amount of $951.20 Second by Pawlik. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Recreation: water will be turned on for March 21st for field cleanup day.
· Insurance: Nothing to report. 
· Personnel: Nothing to report. 
· Public Safety: Nothing to report. 
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report.
· Bridge River & Trail: Council woman Eckels discussed PennDOT feedback on making South water street a one-way street during construction. PennDOT stated this would not be something they are willing to investigate at this time.
Communications:
Motion 03-15 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution 2026-9, relative to Vine Street Park – DCNR grant opening an interest-bearing account per agreement. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-16 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise to accept sealed proposals for a one-time contract to perform certain professional services work in Goehring Park for tree pruning, tree removal and tree planting not later than April 17th, 2026. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Councilman Requests:
Motion 03-17 made by Council woman Pawlik to pay $2,000.00 to MAWC for West Newton Borough Pool’s water bill. Second by Johnson. Roll call vote: Berarducci – Not Present, Johnson – Yes, Shincovich – No, Palfey – Not Present, Cooper – Yes, Eckels – Yes, Pawlik – Yes. Motion stands.
Adjournment
Motion 03-18 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting into executive session. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
