West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
April 21st, 2026
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, April 21st in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Tony Berarducci, Gary Johnson, Randy Shincovich, Daniel Palfey, Terri Eckels, and Jaqueline Pawlik were called present during roll call. Engineer Dalton Mack, Mayor Popovich, Solicitor DiMascio and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion 04-01 made by Councilman Johnson to amend the agenda to add the purchase of a water buffalo not to exceed $220.00. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Delegates:  Delegates listed on agenda were not present.
Nancy Ivan was present this evening to express her concerns related to traffic on N. Water Street. Ms. Ivan’s suggestions to speeding traffic would be temporary speed bumps, additional stop signs or additional speed limit signage. Councilman Palfey spoke and stated additional speed limit signs could be placed and council is looking into where the illuminated traffic sign could be placed to help alleviate this issue.
Motion 04-02 made by Council woman Eckels to accept the previous minutes. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Mack presented the Engineers report.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Chad Shincovich presented Supervisors report. – hanging baskets will be delivered May 19th
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Krisha DiMascio will send a letter regarding the catch basin issue with MAWC. Ms. DiMascio stated 115 E. Main condemnation still stands and Council will have the right to reach out to the County for possible Demolition. Asset purchase agreement for MAWC has been reviewed. A comprehensive list of items at the Sewage Plant will be obtained.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Code Enforcement is being enforced and courtesy notices have been sent out.

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor’s report was presented by Mayor Popovich. Mayor Popovich presented Sargeant Stefko with a new name plate and recognized his accomplishment of becoming Sargeant.
Emergency Management:  Paul Williams addressed possible grant opportunities for the river gauge. Council, Engineer Mack and Solicitor DiMascio stated all grants listed require a match. Mr. Williams has attempted all avenues in trying to obtain a river gauge. Mr. Williams presented the Time Capsule committee is selling t-shirts and business ads in their flyer. A New time capsule has been purchased in the form of a vault. This committee is still collecting items.
Bills – Motion 04-03 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay all unpaid bills. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer.  

Tax Collectors Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer on behalf of Tax Collector 



Committee Reports: 
· Finance & Budget: President Cooper stated we will have to begin next year looking for a Marketing Intern as we were too late this year.
· Streets: One day for chipping – Monday, April 27th, Waiting for Liquid Fuels Road paving quote to come back from PennDOT representative. Councilman Palfey reported the Avenue of Flags is May 9th. Councilman Palfey presented the Borough Secretary with a new flag to be flown at the borough office donated by VFW.
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report. 
Motion 04-04 was made by Councilman Shincovich to reimburse Stacy Williams Mileage for Wastewater Management course in the amount of $1,070.10 Second by Pawlik. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Nothing to report.
· Insurance: Nothing to report. 
· Personnel: Motion 04-05 made by councilman Johnson to deny the payment of psychological evaluations for pre-employment of West Newton Borough. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Public Safety: Nothing to report. 
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Motion 04-06 made by councilman Johnson to accept the Fayette Waste Garbage contract renewal until 2029 to remain the same with a $2.10 quarterly increase. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Bridge River & Trail: Nothing to report – Latest information is available on Borough Social medias and website.
Communications:
Motion 04-07 made by Councilman Palfey to approve the payment of $529.13 to renew the Secretary/Treasurer’s Notary License. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 04-08 made by council woman Eckels to adopt Resolution 2026-10 to open new non-interest-bearing bank account for Emergency Services Tax Account and to transfer the funds from General fund into this newly created account per auditor. Second by Pawlik. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 04-09 made by councilman Johnson to adopt Ordinance 2026-1 for regulating E-bike and electric scooter within the borough. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 04-10 made by Councilman Johnson to purchase a water buffalo for water newly planted Park trees, not to exceed $220.00. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Councilman Requests:

Adjournment
Motion 04-11 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
