West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
September 16th, 2025
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, September 16th, in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Dan Palfey, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Solicitor Ryan Thomas, Engineer Dalton Mack, Mayor Popovich and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck, Solicitor DiMascio and Randy Shincovich were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
West Newton Borough Council opened all sealed bids received for the certified Arborists assisting with Tree Grant at Goehring Park/Pond. Davey’s sealed bid was presented at $11,860.00 and Bartlett’s sealed bid was presented at $8,160.00. Prior to a motion being accepted, Joanne Hall spoke upon DCNR’s scope of work for the project. 
Motion 09-01 made by Councilman Berarducci to award the lowest bidder – Bartlett Tree Services in the amount of $8,160.00, Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted unanimously by roll call vote: Yes – Berarducci, Yes – Johnson, Yes – Palfey, Yes – Cooper, yes – Eckels, Not Present – Roebuck and Shincovich.
West Newton Borough Council opened all sealed bids received for metal roofing on Borough Building. Miller Construction’s sealed bid was presented at $22,500.00 and P. Miller Construction’s sealed bid was presented at $15,850.00. Motion 09-02 made by Council woman Eckels to award the lowest bidder – P. Miller construction in the amount of $15,850.00, Second by Palfey. Motion adopted unanimously by roll call vote: Yes - Berarducci, Yes – Johnson, Yes – Palfey, Yes – Cooper, Yes – Eckels, Not Present – Roebuck and Shincovich. 
Delegates:  
Clark Sterner was present on behalf of Crooked Creek Operations to give council an update on their building. Mr. Sterner happily stated they will be staying in town though the building will be sold. Council requested if the tasting room was going to be removed then they requested the ramp to be taken down. Mr. Sterner requested their vehicles to be moved to the library parking lot with approval of having signs placed stating “Crooked Creek Parking”. Motion 09-03 made by councilman Palfey to grant Crooked Creek 3 rentable parking spot at West Newton Library with signage. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Nancy Ivan was present to speak with council about speeding on North Water Street. Ms. Ivan obtained signatures from neighbors and presented ways council could look into to help prevent speeding. Council discussed and suggested the speed sign could potentially be moved.
Carley Kimball was present to speak with council in regards to receiving a courtesy notice for the keeping of certain animals. Ms. Kimball presented to council a signed petition as well as an ordinance amendment she would like to see council take into consideration.
John and Mallory Gergely were present to speak to council upon a potential rezoning of property on South 6th street. Mr. and Mrs. Gergely were both in contact with the zoning hearing board solicitor and other members of the borough. Council would assist the Gergely’s during this process while they would have to request a hearing before the zoning board to rezone this from residential to commercial for their business. It was discussed and explained to the public by Solicitor Thomas the zoning hear board would have the ultimate decision.
Motion 09-04 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the previous minutes. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Mack presented the Engineers report
Motion 09-05 was made by Councilman Palfey to table the check valve replacement by Pumpman at this time. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-06 made by Councilman Palfey to amend the agenda to add the LSA Grant application for both chipper and bucket truck. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-07 made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Resolution 2025-19, applying for a LSA grant in the amount of $120,000 for a Bucket truck. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-08 made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Resolution 2025-20, applying for a LSA grant in the amount of $55,000 for a chipper. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-09 made by Councilman Berarducci to approve partial payment No. 1 for Contract No. 24-S2 – Sewage Treatment Plant Tank No. 1 Cleaning, in the amount of $28,836.58. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-10 made by Councilman Palfey to approve change order No. 1(Final) for Contract No. 24-S2-Sewage Treatment Plant Tank No. 1 Cleaning. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Chad Shincovich presented Supervisors report, assisting with CCTV project, installing e-bike charging stations at the library, and road repairs to Council. Roof over new blowers at sewage plant will be installed once dimensions were clarified with Dalton.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Thomas was present on behalf of Ms. DiMascio. Mr. Thomas requested his report to be presented in executive session.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Secretary/Treasurer Pergola presented the code enforcement report on behalf of Mr. Humenik.

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayors report was presented by Mayor Popovich. Mayor Popovich mentioned speeding on E. Main Street. Mayor Popovich requested a mirror to be placed on South 7th Street near Knopps.
Emergency Management:  Paul Williams was present this evening, to report updates. Mr. Williams stated Collinsburg VFC donated a radio to be installed in the new trailer.
Motion 09-11 made by Councilman Johnson to pay Scott Electric in the amount of $790 from EMA’s donated funds. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-12 made by Councilman Johnson to purchase safety cones not exceeding $365, purchasing through EMS’s donated funds. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Bills – Motion 09-13 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay all unpaid bills. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer.  

Tax Collectors Report – Tax Collectors Report was presented by Secretary Pergola on behalf of Nicole Humenik, Tax Collector. 

Committee Reports: 
· Finance & Budget: Reminder, budget meeting will be held the fourth Tuesday in October at 6:30PM.
Motion 09-14 made by Councilman Palfey to transfer $50,000 from Money Market to General Fund. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Streets: Motion 09-15 made by Councilman Palfey to rent a chipper not exceeding $800 for one day. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Chipping will be held the last Monday of October (10/27/25).
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report. Secretary Pergola mentioned the Cummins agreement will not renew until Fall 2026. Mark is the main contact and someone will be out in November to complete generator inspections.
· Recreation: Nothing to report.
· Insurance: Nothing to report.
· Personnel: Nothing to report.
· Public Safety: Nothing to report.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report.
· Bridge River & Trail: Nothing to report.

Communications:
Motion 09-16 made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Ordinance 2025-11, regulating injection wells within the borough limits. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-17 made by Council woman Eckels to adopt Ordinance 2025-12, amending 2004-1, regulating amusement taxes. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-18 made by Councilman Palfey to readvertise Fire and EMS Property Tax Millage with millage rates of the following: ½ mills Fire and ½ Mills EMS, with the special condition EMS must stay in current building within Borough Limits. Second by Johnson. Motion was adopted by roll call vote: Yes – Cooper, No – Berarducci, Yes – Johnson, Yes – Eckels, Yes – Palfey. Shincovich and Roebuck were not present. Motion passed by majority vote.
Motion 09-19 made by Councilman Johnson adopted Resolution 2025-16, for the Land Bank to obtain the County’s demo permit for 606 E. Main Street and 129 E. Main Street. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-20 made by Council woman Eckels adopted Resolution 2025-17, comprehensive plan for the Borough through Mon-Yough District. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 09-21 made by Council woman Eckels adopted Resolution 2025-18, ten-year renovation, and improvement plan for West Newton Gymnasium. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Councilman Requests:
Motion 09-22 made by Councilman Palfey to approve a 12-month contract with PSAB monitored electrical contract for all West Penn Power bills. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Adjournment
Motion 09-23 made by Council woman Eckels to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
