West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
December 16th, 2025
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, December 16th in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Dan Palfey, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, Randy Shincovich and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Engineer Dalton Mack, Mayor Popovich, Solicitor Krisha DiMascio, and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates:  
Dale Kimberly was present to request from council what else needs to be done to remove the shed from the property lines so he can gain access to his property. Borough Solicitor responded a letter will be sent on behalf of the zoning officer as there has been a change in hands for this property. Mr. Kimberly also discussed snow plowing near West Newton Elementary having the water company come out to repair their patching on Water Street near railroad tracks.
Sherri Geis was present on behalf of CROWN to discuss all past events held.
Justin Lowanse was present on behalf of Waypoint to discuss what they have accomplished this past year and their future for the community and surrounding area.
Motion 12-01 made by Councilman Palfey to accept the previous minutes. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Mack presented the Engineers report.
Dalton and Council discussed the potential sale of the Sewage Plant. Dalton stated a replacement of valves are replaced at the sewage plant on all suction lines a potential expense of $36,385.37 could be needed. A grant could be considered. Questions were asked during the public hearing held December 4th in regards to the CCTV project by the borough. Solicitor DiMascio and Dalton were able to answer these questions: CCTV – 132 sewer line sections were captured with a total of 187 defect being identified; this would mean approximately 10-15% of the lines having defects. UV lighting would not be required by DEP while our NPDES permit is valid for several years. A negotiated freeze on rates has been discussed and Westmoreland County residents would have an impact on rates in the future as MAWC is county based; therefore, the county would be in control and anyone from the public can attend the county controllers’ meetings.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Chad Shincovich presented Supervisors report, repairs at the gym, plowing, installed signed, assisted with catch basins during CCTV grant.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor DiMascio requested an amendment to the agenda
Motion 12-02 made by Councilman Palfey to amend the agenda to keep the Tax Millage at 20 Mills. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Nothing to report at this time.

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor’s report was presented by Mayor Popovich. No applications were submitted for part-time police officer.
Motion 12-03 made by Councilman Johnson to accept resignation from Ronald Vanscyoc. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Emergency Management:  Paul Williams was present this evening; to report updates and reported the Bicentennial Time capsule date will be July 4th, 2026 at West Newton Cemetery – more details to follow.
Bills – Motion 12-04 was made by Council woman Eckels to pay all unpaid bills. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer.  

Tax Collectors Report – Tax Collectors Report was presented by Secretary Pergola on behalf of Nicole Humenik, Tax Collector. 

Committee Reports: 
· Finance & Budget: Motion 12-05 made by Councilman Johnson accepts Resolution 2025-25 related to keeping the Tax Millage the same. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 12-06 made by Councilman Palfey to move $20,000 from Money Market to General Fund. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-07 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt 2026 Budget as presented. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Streets: Nothing to report.
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report. 
Motion 12-08 was made by Councilman Berarducci to reimburse Stacy Williams Mileage for Wastewater Management course in the amount of $459.20 Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-09 was made by Councilman Berarducci to ratify the payout of employee #15. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Nothing to report.
· Insurance: Nothing to report. 
· Personnel: Nothing to report. 
· Public Safety: Nothing to report. – requested for executive session.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report.
· Bridge River & Trail: A public meeting will be held at West Newton Center for Active Adults with PennDOT to inform the public of the 2026 Bridge project, details will be presented soon.
Communications:
Motion 12-10 made by Council woman Eckels to accept monetary offer in the amount of $1500.00 by PennDOT. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-11 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Ordinance 2025-13, Rental Property Ordinance. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-12 made by Council woman Eckels to accept Resolution 2025-22, LSSE as 2026 Borough Engineer. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-13 made by Councilman Johnson to accept Resolution 2025-23, Cypher & Cypher as borough’s 2026 auditor. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted unanimous vote.
Motion 12-14 made by Councilman Berarducci to accept Resolution 2025-24, relative to the establishment and maintenance of Police employee’ pension to stay at 0% contribution rate. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-15 made by Councilman Johnson to approve $243.96 monthly contract with Precision for Borough and Police Printers Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-16 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise the 3rd Monday at 6:30PM the Planning Commission will hold their monthly meetings, unless otherwise noted. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-17 made by Councilman Berarducci to advertise the 2nd Tuesday will be the Borough Council Work Sessions and the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM the Borough Council will hold their monthly meeting. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-18 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise Council’s reorganization meeting will be held January 5th, at 6:30PM. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-19 made by Council woman Eckels to advertise Council’s January Work Session will be held January 5th immediately following the reorganization meeting. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-20 made by Councilman Berarducci to table the proposed sale and transfer of ownership of the West Newton Borough Sewage Treatment Plant and related assets to the Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County (MAWC) until January. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Councilman Requests:
Motion 12-21 made by Councilman Johnson to pay the Great Allegheny Passage conservancy in the amount of $662.00 for signage. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Adjournment
Motion 12-22 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting into executive session. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
