West Newton Borough
Reorganization Meeting
January 5th, 2026
The reorganization meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, January 5th in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Mayor Popovich called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Dan Palfey, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, Randy Shincovich and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
At this time Mayor Popovich sworn in newly elected council members: Terri Eckels, Jason Cooper, Jacqueline Pawlik and Tax collector: Nicole Humenik. These council members were added to roll call for voting purposes.
Election of Council Officers – Presented by Mayor
· Tony Berarducci and Gary Johnson nominated Jason Cooper for President. Hearing no further nominations, Mayor Popovich closed the nomination.
Upon roll call vote: Berarducci – aye, Johnson – aye, Shincovich – aye, Palfey – aye, Cooper – aye, Eckels – aye, Pawlik – aye. Jason Cooper has been elected President of Council for the West Newton Borough Council for 2026.
· Tony Berarducci nominated Daniel Palfey for Vice President. Hearing no further nominations, Mayor Popovich closed the nomination.
Upon roll call vote: Berarducci – aye, Johnson – aye, Shincovich – aye, Palfey – aye, Cooper – aye, Eckels – aye, Pawlik – aye. Daneil Palfey has been elected Vice President of Council for the West Newton Borough Council for 2026.
· Tony Berarducci nominated Gary Johnson for President Pro Tem. Hearing no further nominations, Mayor Popovich closed the nomination.
Upon roll call vote: Berarducci – aye, Johnson – aye, Shincovich – aye, Palfey – aye, Cooper – aye, Eckels – aye, Pawlik – aye. Gary Johnson has been elected President Pro Tem of Council for the West Newton Borough Council for 2026.
Mayor Popovich turned over the gavel to Council President Cooper, who then took control of the meeting.
Appointment of Committee Chairs presented by the President for 2026: 
· Finance & Budget: Jason Cooper
· Public Works: Daniel Palfey
· Sewage: Tony Berarducci
· Parks & Recreation: Tony Berarducci
· Personnel: Jacqueline Pawlik 
· Public Safety: Randy Shincovich
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Gary Johnson
· Sanitation: Gary Johnson
· Bridge River & Trail: Terri Eckels
· Economic Development: Terri Eckels
Additional Appointments by Council for 2026: 
Council President appointed Brandon Bell for a two-year term on Planning Commission. No further comments.
President Cooper declared all appointments closed at this time.
Motion by Daniel Palfey to adjourn reorganization meeting into work session. Second by Eckels. Passed.
