West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
September 9th, 2025
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, September 9th, in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Randy Shincovich, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Mayor Mary Popovich and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Solicitor DiMascio, Engineer Mack, and Council member Dan Roebuck were not present. Councilman Palfey attended the meeting at 6:02PM.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance and opening statement by President Cooper stating West Newton Borough of Westmoreland County at 112 South Water Street, West Newton, PA 15089 will hold a public hearing in Borough quarters located at previously stated address at 6:00PM on September 9th, 2025. This public hearing will be held to review and discuss new Tax Ordinance 2025-13 for creating a Fire and EMS Property Tax Millage. If you are a person with a disability and wish to attend the meeting scheduled for the 9th day of September, 2025, at 6:00PM, and require an auxiliary aid, service or other accommodation to participate in the proceedings, please contact West Newton Borough Secretary/Treasurer, at (724) 872-6860 to discuss how the Borough can best accommodate your needs.
At this time President Cooper asked if there were any public comments.
Public Comments:  
Mr. Dave Martinelli was present to speak during this public hearing. Mr. Martinelli stated the property tax that is being added to taxes for the ambulance, that is a multi-million-dollar business, he does not think property owners should be taxed. Mr. Martinelli spoke highly of the members of the ambulance but feels strongly that property owners should not have to be taxed as people cannot afford it.  Mr. Martinelli feels it is unfair as he has 6 or 7 properties, therefore he would be paying twice as much as someone that only has one property. Mr. Martinelli asked what he would be getting out of this, what can he be guaranteed. When he pays real estate taxes, he knows his roads are cleaned in the winter and garbage taken care of by the public works, that is his perk. But what will he get out of paying a tax for the ambulance. Mr. Martinelli said adding a tax is the easiest way to give the ambulance money, they should be going through the borough to solicit for money from the Senator or our State Representative. Mr. Martinelli has been in this town for many years and has watched the ambulance grow and does not understand why Council wants to put a tax on a company that is already a multi-million-dollar business. Council reiterated this tax millage is for both Fire and EMS, not just EMS. Mr. Martinelli stated you have to have a Fire Department; it’s an entity of your borough but the ambulance, that is a multi-million-dollar business, you have to take your hat off to these guys. If you want to support the ambulance, do it a different way, not through taxes. Mr. Martinelli ended his comments by thanking council for listening.
Council gave a brief discussion the tax can only be capped at 3mills, with the 1 mill increase this would be estimated to approximately $10 to $15 increase on the real estate tax bills.
Diane Kimberly was present and during the public hearing spoke that if she would own more property why does she have to pay more than someone who only has one property, how is this fair? Council stated we are obligated to have the ambulance in our municipality. Ms. Kimberly stated they are not just in town, they are e in Pittsburgh, in Carnegie, they are everywhere. They are not just centralized in the borough.
Council informed the public of the ambulance coming to them to request $16,000 and wanted this yearly. Mr. Martinelli was asked who he was opposed of the fire dept. or ambulance. 
Mr. Martinelli stated they need to make a little effort if we are giving them something but why is West Newton putting a tax on a business that is making $4.5million. West Newton should not be placing a tax on this. Council stated if this is the simplest and lowest way we can help to assist our ambulance or fire department, we are looking to keep the public safe. 
Diane Kimberly stated this is not fair by adding it into taxes, no other municipalities have passed this.
Mr. Martinelli asked again, what is he going to get out of this, what can the borough do for him.
Mayor Popovich spoke in regards to the ambulance service on what the public doesn’t understand about the public’s responsibility on the ambulance subscription, you are still responsible for your copayment but are charged a lower rate. Most of the employees have to work two jobs.
Mr. Martinelli restated he want guaranteed something out of him having to pay these taxes. If other municipalities are not doing this then why are we? He does not think municipalities can legally charge people this tax and donate the money because not everyone is going to use it.
No other public comment was present at this time.

Adjournment
President Cooper gaveled for adjournment of the public hearing at 6:40PM
