West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
July 15th, 2025
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, July 15th, in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Dan Palfey, Randy Shincovich, Gary Johnson, Toni Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Solicitor Krisha DiMascio, Engineer Dalton Mack, Mayor Popovich and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Delegates:  
Brenda Maleski, Member of the Community Festival was present to request the annual donation of $1,500 for the purchase of tables, chairs and tents. Motion 07-01 made by Councilman Palfey to pay up to $1,500 for tables, chairs, and tents for the community festivals. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Jeff Hall was present to speak to council in regards to his sewer lateral issues and how to best fix this. This was discussed between Council, Borough Solicitor and Engineer suggesting the right direction Mr. Hall needs to go in order to fix his lateral himself and suggesting when property is subdivided Mr. Hall would maintain his sewer line easement.
Joyce Pawlik was present on behalf of CROWN updating Council and the community of upcoming events.
Juliette Sanner was present on behalf of WNAA looking for guidance from Council and Borough Solicitor on review of their Bylaws and getting started with signups for fall ball. Council gave the blessing for WNAA to continue with fall ball signups and discussed financial management with the Borough.
Motion 07-02 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the previous minutes. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Mack presented Engineers report.
Motion 07-03 made by Council woman Eckels to adopt Resolution 2025-14, pursuing grant application for CFA Multimodal Trans funds in the amount of $1,505,000.00 with no required match. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Motion 07-04 made by Councilman Berarducci to approve partial payment No. 3 for CCTV project to Edge AI Solutions in the amount of $63,107.78 per LSSE’s review and request. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Chad Shincovich presented Supervisors report to Council. Chad stated the building for the new blowers at the STP will be built soon by the public works dept.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor DiMascio stated her report was discussed previously in executive session. Ms. DiMascio commented, Blackburn court hearing is scheduled for August 7th.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Secretary/Treasurer reported monthly totals on behalf of Code Enforcement.

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor’s report was presented by Mayor Popovich. 
Motion 07-05 was made by Councilman Johnson to purchase an iPad for night court hearings not to exceed $200.00. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 07-06 was made by Councilman Palfey to hire Michael Stefko as Full-Time Police officer. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 07-07 made by Council woman Eckels to hire Scott Kercher as Part-Time Police officer. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 07-08 made by council woman Eckels to hire Leo DiCesare as Part-Time Police officer. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Emergency Management:  Paul Williams was present this evening, to report updates. 
Motion 07-09 made by Councilman Palfey to purchase a cabinet for EMA utilizing earmarked donations for EMA. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Bills – Motion 07-10 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bills. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer.  
Tax Collectors Report – Tax Collectors Report was presented by Secretary Pergola on behalf of Nicole Humenik, Tax Collector. 

Committee Reports: 
· Streets: Motion 07-11 made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Ordinance 2025-9, amending street ordinance. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Councilman Palfey expressed his concerns with sanitation trucks coming through town, specifically N. 4th street damaging property. Solicitor DiMascio will be sending a letter to the garbage company and Councilman Johnson was going to also reach out to both garbage companies to express this concern while providing a solution.
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report.
· Recreation: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report, covered in Streets.
· Bridge River & Trail: Nothing to report.

Communications:
Motion 07-12 made by Councilman Johnson to continue to use Varin Slavin and McNeil & Company for West Newton Fire Co. Insurance provider at same premium rate as of 2024/2025 - $11,382.00. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 07-13 made by Council woman Eckels adopting Ordinance 2025-10, Act 90. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 07-14 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise for three (3) successive weeks, an Ordinance creating a Fire and EMS Property Tax Millage for all properties located in borough limits to support the Fire and EMS services. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Councilman Requests:

Adjournment
Motion 07-15 made by Councilman Palfey to adjourn the regular meeting. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
