West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
August 19th, 2025
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, August 19th, in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Dan Palfey, Randy Shincovich, Gary Johnson, Toni Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Solicitor Krisha DiMascio, Engineer Dalton Mack, and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck and Mayor Popovich were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion 08-01 made by Councilwoman Eckels to amend the agenda to add the advertising of a public hear for new Fire & EMS Tax millage on September 9th at 6:00PM. Second by Johnson. No public comment at this time. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.

Delegates:  
Amanda Stoyer was present due to receiving a courtesy notice for keeping of certain animals; chickens. Ms. Stoyer distributed letters to council to review and requested amendments to be made to keep a small flock within the Borough. Ms. Stoyer has 4 birds currently and believes in simpler times. Council asked if Ms. Stoyer was aware keeping of chickens is against the ordinances and Ms. Stoyer stated she understands this is against the ordinance but was not aware at the time of purchase. Solicitor DiMascio elaborated other communities have stipulations to keeping of chickens but the board has their own regulations that should be followed for sanitation reasons. Ms. DiMascio stated Ms. Stoyer will need to comply with the 10-day notice of the Courtesy notice and current ordinances in place. Ms. DiMascio also stated if council would making any additional amendments to this ordinance, it would take at least 60 days for this to occur.
Motion 08-02 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the previous minutes. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Mack presented Engineers report.

Supervisors Report – Supervisor Chad Shincovich presented Supervisors report to Council. 
Solicitors Report – Solicitor DiMascio stated her report was discussed previously in executive session meeting on litigation. Ms. DiMascio commented on and update with Blackburn Street property from judges’ statements. The municipality has until the 25th to go onto the property if a tow company is obtained with judge’s permission.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Secretary/Treasurer reported monthly totals on behalf of Code Enforcement.

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor’s report was presented by Councilman Cooper on behalf of Mayor Popovich 
Motion 08-03 made by Councilman Johnson to reimburse Mayor Popovich in the amount of $182.10 for expenses to EMA trailer. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Emergency Management:  Paul Williams was present this evening, to report updates. 
Paul requested for a street sign at the intersection of Ross and Center.
Bills – Motion 08-04 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay all unpaid bills. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer.  
Tax Collectors Report – Tax Collectors Report was presented by Secretary Pergola on behalf of Nicole Humenik, Tax Collector. 

Committee Reports: 
· Finance & Budget: Budget meetings will begin the fourth Tuesday in September and October at 6:30PM
· Streets: Motion 08-05 made by Councilman Palfey to advertise for sealed bids for new roof on borough building. Second by Johnson. Motion made by unanimous votes. Motion 08-06 made by Councilman Palfey to purchase a computer for street department not to exceed $200. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous votes. Motion 08-07 motion made by councilman Palfey to amend the agenda to add have LSSE prepare LSA grant packet for a new bucket truck. Second by Shincovich. No public comment at this time. Motion adopted by unanimous votes. Motion 08-08 made by councilman Palfey to have LSSE prepare the LSA grant package for a new bucket truck. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report.
· Recreation: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report.
· Bridge River & Trail: Council woman Eckels reported new bridge start date will be May 2026 due to permitting issues. A public meeting will be communicated as soon as we have further information when this will be. Lighting was chosen for the bridge to match the same light posts throughout town. 

Communications:
Motion 08-09 made by Councilman Palfey to advertise Ordinance 2025-11, regarding injection wells within the borough limits. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 08-10 made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Resolution 2025-15, development of Intergovernmental Cooperation Organization with the Mon Yough Planning District. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 08-11 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise Ordinance 2025-12, amending 2004-1 regulating amusement taxes. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 08-12 made by Councilman Palfey to advertise for a public hear for new Fire & EMS Tax millage on September 9th at 6:00PM. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 08-13 made by Council woman Eckels to approve DCNR Tree grant for comprehensive tree inventory and analysis proposal. Second by Palfey. Motion made by unanimous votes.
Councilman Requests:

Adjournment
Motion 08-14 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
