West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
March 18th, 2025
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, March 18th, 2025 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Dan Palfey, Randy Shincovich, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Mayor, Mary Popovich, Solicitor Krisha DiMascio, Engineer Dalton Mack and Ryan Constable and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion 03-01 made by Councilman Johnson to amend the agenda to add emergency repairs to lift station pump not to exceed $20,000.00, Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Delegates: 
· Marci Elsbury was present to speak to council in regards to the Mantle House. There was recent communication regarding a violation related to building codes, a letter was received from Borough Solicitor office two days before a planned opening, causing confusion about permit approvals. Ms. Elsbury’s concerns she initially believed everything was in order regarding the occupancy permit. No prior communication or indication of any violations during the application process. Seeking clarity and understanding about the situation to proceed with operations. Ms. Elsbury emphasizes their mission to utilize revenues from their store to support housing for women. Highlights a history of community engagement and leadership without intention to violate any codes. Urgency to resolve the issue to maintain operations and fulfill their mission. 
· Michael Adametz was present to support Ms. Elsbury and also speak to council about the Mantle House regarding a recent letter about a code violation that could impede operational plans. Requesting collaboration to rectify any misunderstandings surrounding their occupancy permit, emphasizing their commitment to the community. Solicitor DiMascio introduced herself as the Borough’s new solicitor, addressing previous concerns not reconciled by the former solicitor. Discusses the inability to provide occupancy permits for buildings in flood zones as per federal regulations (FEMA guidelines). Clarifies that the board cannot make exceptions to the flood plain regulations, emphasizing compliance with federal law. Solicitor DiMascio and President Cooper outlines legal limitations concerning flood zone regulations, indicating the hurdles in resolving the matter.
· Joyce Pawlik was present to discuss upcoming events for CROWN with in the Borough and request use of borough property for events throughout the year – Council granted these permissions.
Motion 03-02 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the previous minutes. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Council offered donations for baskets or bikes for events.
Engineers report 
Engineer Mack presented Engineers report
Motion 03-03 made by Councilman Johnson to not exceed $20,000.00 for emergency repairs to lift station pump. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-04 made by Councilman Palfey to approve service order for 2nd street park grant. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-05 made by Councilman Johnson to allow LSSE to pursue PA Small Water Sewer Grant up to $500,000.00. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-06 made by Councilman Johnson to allow LSSE to pursue DCNR Small Community Program. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-07 made by Councilman Johnson to allow LSSE to pursue GTRP Greenway grant using $16,000.00 from ARPA funds as a match to repave Vine Street Park. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-08 made by Councilman Johnson to approve Resolution 2025 – 4 for Small Water Community Grant. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-09 made by Councilman Palfey to approve Resolution 2025- 5 for CFA Act 30. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-10 made by Councilman Berarducci to accept S1 bid approving Edge AI Solutions for CCTV project. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-11 made by Berarducci to advertise re-bid for Tank Cleaning. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-12 made by Berarducci to accept 1 year maintenance agreement for blowers not to exceed $4,577.36. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Supervisors Report – Supervisor Shincovich presented Supervisors report. Spring chipping will begin all four (4) Mondays in April. 
Solicitors Report – Solicitor DiMascio presented Solicitors report – updating movement with GC Murphy building as well as IMPC violation court hearings that was recently had. Solicitor DiMascio would like council to review ownership of laterals in sewer ordinance. Filburn Manor would like to pave their lot with off set of their rent to the Borough. Council discussed the impervious lot with engineer.
Motion 03-13 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise Ordinance 2025-5, amending of Police Pension from 5 years to 3 years. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-14 made by Councilman Palfey to advertise Ordinance 2025-6, vacation of Cooper Alley pending easement for borough. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Code Enforcement will start back up in April.

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich presented the Mayors/Police Report.

Emergency Management:  Paul Williams was present to report upcoming events from EMA.
Bills – Motion 03-15 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay all unpaid bill. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer 

Tax Collectors Report – No Tax Collector report at this time.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Nothing to report.
· Streets: Motion 03-16 made by Councilman Palfey to accept Kimberly’s bid in the amount of $5,380 for Cort Steet sewer repairs. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-17 made by Councilman Palfey to bid out through Liquid Fuels, North Water Street to be repaved from Main Street to Robinson in addition to repaving Poplar Street. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 03-18 made by Councilman Berarducci to approve bid by Stockton Tree Service LLC to remove light poles at ballfield in the amount of $3,150. Payment would be split between Borough, Goehring Trust and Rec Board. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Sewage: Nothing at this time – notated in Engineers report.
· Recreation: Motion 03-19 made by Councilman Johnson to accept Rec Board Resignation – Danielle Frohnhofer. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
· Insurance: Nothing to report
· Personnel: Nothing to report
· Public Safety: Nothing to report.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Motion 03-20 made by Councilman Palfey to send Council woman Eckels to conference, not exceeding $250.00. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 

Communications:
PUC meeting has been rescheduled to March 20th in regards to Bridge Rehab project and CSX.
Motion 03-21 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise Ordinance 2025-5 – Act 90, related to Blight and Neighborhood Revitalization Act. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 03-22 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise Ordinance 2025-6 related to Rental Properties. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 03-23 made by Councilman Johnson accepting resignation letters from Nancy Molovich and Harrison Molovich from the Pool Board. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 03-24 made by Council woman Eckels accepting new applicants for West Newton Pool Board, pending Pool Boards motions – Sally Hixson and Katie Bizzozero. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 03-25 made by Councilman Palfey to open new bank account for CROWN funds to be disbursed into for Fall Festival – named West Newton Borough Festival Funds. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-26 made by Councilman Johnson approving Tax Anticipation Note (TAN) in the amount of $104,375.00 at 5.5% with closing date of April 28th pending amortization schedule. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Councilman Requests:

Adjournment
Motion 03-27 made by Council woman Eckels to adjourn the regular meeting. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
