West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
January 21st, 2025
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, January 21st, 2025 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Dan Palfey, Randy Shincovich, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Mayor, Mary Popovich, Solicitor Falcon, Engineer Dalton Mack and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck and Solicitor Krisha DiMascio were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion 01-01 made by Council woman Eckels to amend the agenda to advertise sign ordinance. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Delegates: 
Laurie Demik of 111 S 5th street was present to request a handicap sign to be placed in front of her residence. Council granted this request once she has her handicap placard. Motion 01-02 made by Councilman Palfey to install handicap placard at 111 S. 5th Street pending proof of Ms. Demik receiving her physical placard. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Chris Hasbrouck was present to thank the Borough crew for being out all hours of the night keeping the road ways clear.
Motion 01-03 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the previous minutes. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Mack presented the Engineers Report.
Motion 01-04 made by Councilman Palfey to amend agenda to rebid light for wet well, not exceeding $12,000.00. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 01-05 made by Councilman Berarducci to amend agenda to rebid lift gate for sewage plant, not exceeding $7,100.00. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 01-06 made by Councilman Johnson to amend agenda to advertise tank cleaning at plant. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 01-07 made by Councilman Johnson to amend agenda for wet well cleaning bid, not to exceed $24,650.00. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 01-08 made by Councilman Palfey to amend agenda for approval of resubmission of CSX permitting for LSA Grant. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-09 made by Councilman Palfey to rebid wet well light, not exceeding $12,000.00. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-10 made by Councilman Berarducci to rebid lift gate, not exceeding $7,100.00. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-11 made by Councilman Johnson to rebid tank cleaning. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-12 made by Councilman Palfey to approve resubmission of CSX permitting for LSA grant. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-13 made by Councilman Palfey to approve wet well cleaning and flow by-pass not exceeding $24,000.00. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Shincovich presented Supervisors report. Will check with Solicitor regarding Vernon Drive issue where Liquid Fuels monies could be used. Updated Council on current trucks being out of service and repairs required for these trucks.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Falco presented the Solicitors report on behalf of Solicitor DiMascio. Actuary study has been submitted for police contract – waiting for this to come back by PMRS.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Nothing to report at this time related to code enforcement. Mark Cypher is looking into a property who did not obtain a building permit. 

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich presented the Mayors/Police Report. 
Requested an executive session.
Emergency Management:  Paul Williams was present to give a current weather report and reported on upcoming events from EMA. Mr. Williams offered his assistance to look into contractors to assist with road maintenance, if needed.
Bills – Motion 01- 14 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bill. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer 

Tax Collectors Report – December’s year end report was presented by Secretary/Treasurer on behalf of Tax Collector.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Nothing to report.
· Streets: Motion 01-15 made by Councilman Palfey to reimburse resident at 422 W. Main Street in the amount of $1,717.20 for repairs to sewer lateral due to failure of accurate CCTV being recorded and proper actions taken at this time. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-16 made by Councilman Palfey to advertise Bucket truck on municipal. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-17 made by Councilman Palfey to table advertisement of bids for paving at this time. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Council woman Eckels present quotes for tow behind lifts to take down Christmas decorations. Councilman Palfey requested phone number for equipment connections to be contacted as soon as the weather breaks.
· Sewage: Motion 01-18 made by Councilman Berarducci to enroll Stacy Williams in DEP Watewater Training course through Community College of Beaver County, not to exceed $2500.00. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-19 made by Councilman Berarducci to amend the agenda to add payout of Mark Mesiarik’s unused vacation, personal and sick days from 2024. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-20 made by Councilman Johnson to pay out Mark Mesiarik for all unused vacation, personal and sick days from 2024. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Motion 01-21 made by Councilman Berarducci to purchase new webbing for playground equipment, not to exceed $1,231.50 Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Once the weather breaks the poles at the little league field will need to be looked at so further poles do not fall.
· Insurance: Nothing to report
· Personnel: Nothing to report
· Public Safety: Motion 01-22 made by Councilman Palfey to inspect and fix Chevy Impala, not to exceed $500.00. Second by Shinocovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. If further issues arise with the Impala Council will make the decision at this time to sale this vehicle.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Council woman Eckels informed Council and the public of updated information given by PennDOT about the bridge construction being moved to beginning of 2026/2027. 

Communications:
Thank you, card was received by 2024 members of CROWN.
DCNR grant workshop for Recreation/Conservation projects.
Motion 01-23 made by Councilman Johnson to contract M&J Tax Services to be utilized as Borough’s payroll company, pending formal contract. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-24 made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Ordinance 2025-1, vacating unopened alley known as High Street Extension. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-25 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise Ordinance 2025-2, related to IPMC update. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-26 made by Council woman Eckels to advertise Ordinance 2025-3, related to permitting of special events. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-27 made by Councilman Johnson to advertise Ordinance 2025-4, related to sign permitting. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Councilman Requests:
Motion 01-28 made by Councilman Johnson to table the discussion and decision of CROWN agreement related to Community Festival. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Adjournment
Motion 01-29 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
