West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
February 18th, 2025
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Tuesday, February 18th, 2025 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Dan Palfey, Randy Shincovich, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Mayor, Mary Popovich, Solicitor Krisha DiMascio, Engineer Ryan Constable and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck and Engineer Mack were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Dale Kimberly attended the public meeting due to a sewer concern that has been resolved. Mr. Kimberly spoke to Council in regards of other sewer issues as well as a shed that will need to be moved. Solicitor DiMascio will be in contact with Mr. Kimberly regarding this.
Joanne Hall was present to update Council and the public on the Tenaska Power Plant who will hold a public meeting in regards to the Title V permit on February 26th.
Motion 02-01 made by Councilman Palfey to accept the previous minutes. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Constable presented the Engineers Report on behalf of Engineer Mack.
Discussion of grants were brought up by Ryan. 

Supervisors Report – Supervisor Shincovich presented Supervisors report. Supervisor Shincovich had questioning upon right of ways for sewer lines. Solicitor DiMascio will look over our Ordinances to determine what is stated. 
Solicitors Report – Solicitor DiMascio presented Solicitors report – updating IPMC Ordinance, Special events Ordinance – both of which will be enacted this evening. Discussion of an Act 90 Ordinance and Rental Registration Agreement of which will have the potential to lower fire ratings which will eventually lower residents house insurance; both ordinances will be reviewed by council prior to being enacted at a future date. Two code hearings are coming up. Memos were presented to make sure Council follows those instructions. Mr. Balko reached out to our Solicitor where Krisha gave suggested Attorneys for Mr. Balko to reach out to in regards to a variance for him to build. Solicitor DiMascio suggested Secretary/Treasurer to reach out to the Zoning Hearing Board and their solicitor to obtain the proper documentation. Solicitor DiMascio informed Council the Land Bank is willing to take the GC Murphy building, access for sale or demo and then would be willing to turn over the property, all delinquent taxes will be exonerated.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Nothing to report at this time related to code enforcement. 

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich presented the Mayors/Police Report. Mayor Popovich asked Council to consider a grant with 15% match to resurface Vine Street Park. Mayor Popovich recognized Sargeant Gillingham for receiving “Commitment to Courage” award presented by Rostraver Township Commissioners for the response to a call on February 6th, 2025. Mayor Popovich would like to request an executive session.

Emergency Management:  Paul Williams was present to report upcoming events from EMA.
Bills – Motion 02-03 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bill. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer 

Tax Collectors Report – No Tax Collector report at this time. Taxes should be sent out soon!

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Nothing to report.
· Streets: Motion 02-03 made by Councilman Palfey to purchase F550 Dump Truck from Kenny Ross in the amount of $110,263.54. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-04 made by Councilman Palfey to utilize $5,888.54 from Liquid Fuels to pay for the remainder of F550 Dump Truck from Kenny Ross after obtaining LSA grant. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-05 made by Councilman Palfey to purchase F350 Pickup Truck from Kenny Ross in the amount of $57,031.68, while the balance will be paid by using the reappropriated funds of $50,000 and the remaining balance will be paid out of Liquid Fuels in the amount of $7,031.68. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-06 made by Councilman Palfey to promote Part time employee, Rob Yeager to Full Time employee per contracted rate, beginning next payroll cycle. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Sewage: Nothing at this time – notated in Engineers report.
· Recreation: Nothing at this time.
· Insurance: Nothing to report
· Personnel: Nothing to report
· Public Safety: Councilman Shincovich would like to obtain quotes to remove light poles at the ballfields.
Motion 02-07 made by Shincovich to not exceed $300 of repairs to Impala (621) due to being down to only one other police vehicle at this time. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Council woman Eckels informed Council and the public of updated information given by PennDOT about the bridge construction being moved to beginning of 2026/2027. 

Communications:
Secretary Pergola requested the approval from council on behalf of Ms. Judy Harvey if she could use the alley way between S. 7th and S. 8th street to place a dumpster. Council permitted this placement as long as Ms. Harvey cleared with neighbors.
PUC meeting has been canceled for February 20th in regards to Bridge Rehab project and CSX
Motion 02-08 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Ordinance 2025-2 related to the International Property Maintenance Code 2021 (IPMC), replacing IPMC 2006. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-09 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Ordinance 2025-3 related to permitting of special events. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-10 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Ordinance 2025-4 related to updating sign permit within the Borough. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-11 made by Council woman Eckels to adopt Resolution 2025-1 for a code enforcement project. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-12 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution 2025-2 for creating a new bank account for DCNR C2P2 Grant. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-13 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution 2025-3 for reappropriation of ARPA funds from Bucket Truck to Dump Truck in the amount of $50,000.00. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-14 made by Councilman Johnson to apply starting bid for the Bucket Truck in the amount of $500.00 to be posted on Municibid. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 02-15 made by Councilman Johnson to apply starting bid for the Dump Truck in the amount of $1,000.00 to be posted on Municibid. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Councilman Requests:
Motion 02-16 made by Council woman Eckels for Council to sign and accept CROWN agreement for Council to take over funds and hosting of the fall festival. Second made by Johnson. Motion made by unanimous votes.

Adjournment
Motion 02-17 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
