West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
October 14th, 2024
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, October 14th, in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30PM. Council members, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, Randy Shincovich, Dan Palfey and Terri Eckels were all present during roll call. Mayor Mary Popovich, Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present. 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates:
Bob Stark was present on behalf of Rostraver West Newton Emergency Services to present to council the struggles RWNEMS are facing. Mr. Stark left information to be posted on the Borough website and Social Media page to present to residents. Council suggested a public meeting with RWNEMS for residents to become more familiar with their mailings.
Greg Kominsky was present on behalf of Rostraver West Newton Emergency Services to discuss with council Borough support in the amount of $19,869/year. Council stated they would take this into consideration as budget is coming up.
Kelli Furlong was present to express concerns about Blackburn Street garage. Council and Solicitor Dalfonso listened to concerns and stated there is a court date set for December 3rd to address some of these issues.
Nancy Molovich was present on behalf of the Pool Board to update council on a successful year of the pool. The liner project has been completed and has helped with the leak. There is a 10-year warranty on this new liner that was installed April 2024. Ms. Molovich had a concern with the pool’s liability insurance and pump filter. Council stated they would be able to have the street crew take a look at the pump and help lift it out if anything would need to be replaced. Ms. Molovich stated West Newton Pool is currently looking for new pool board members for 2025 season.
Rebecca Hasbrouck was present to express her families concerns about issues at Blackburn Street garage. Council and Solicitor Dalfonso listened to concerns and stated there is a court date set for December 3rd to address these nuisance issues. Council and Solicitor Dalfonso also informed Ms. Hasbrouck if there are concerns to please contact 911.
Previous Minutes: Motion 10-01 made by Councilman Palfey to accept last month’s regular meeting minutes. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Engineers Report:
Engineer Mack presented the Engineers report.
Supervisors Report:
Presented by Chad Shincovich
Mr. Shincovich will begin to put up snowflakes and remaining plaques in November with bucket van.
Solicitors Report:
Solicitor Dalfonso presented he is working on Blackburn garage, LGUDA filing, Street vacation near Vine/Hill Street and property at end of South water Street.
Zoning/Code Report:
Presented by Secretary/Treasurer Pergola
Mayors Report/Police Report:
Presented by Mayor Popovich.
Emergency Management:
Presented by Paul Williams 
Unpaid Bills:
Motion 10-02 Motion made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bills. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report: Presented by Secretary/Treasurer Pergola
Tax Collectors Report: Year to date balance was presented by Secretary/Treasurer Pergola on behalf of Tax Collector.
Committee Reports:
Finance & Budget: Budget meeting dates have been set for the third Monday in October and November at 5:30PM, October 21st and November 18th.
Streets: Councilman Palfey stated a new metal roof will be needed on Borough Building – possible LSA grant could be utilized for this to tie in a remodel of borough building as well.
Sewage: Nothing to report at this time (updates in Engineers Report)
Recreation: Mr. Berarducci thanked Chad for taking care of grass at the ballfields for the tournament this past weekend. $640 has been deposited into the rec board account and an additional $600 will be deposited.
Insurance: Insurance was notified for new EMA trailer, just waiting for trailer to be in hand.
Personnel: Nothing to report at this time
Public Safety:
Tires were placed on all 3 police cars; new motor mount was placed on 621. Discussion of 621 will take place at budget meeting.
Properties & Code Enforcement: Code Enforcement is actively working with the magistrate’s office on nuisance properties within the borough, so far two court hearings are set for December 3rd.
Sanitation: Nothing to report at this time
Bridge, River and Trial: Nothing to report at this time
Communications:
· Motion 10-03 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt amendment Ordinance 2024-2 for Fire and Emergency Service Personnel tax rebate. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Motion 10-04 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt amendment Resolution 2024-6 for Fire and Emergency Service Personnel tax rebate. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Motion 10-05 made by Councilwoman Eckels to advertise November’s meeting will be moved to the first Monday. Monday, November 4th as the boroughs regular monthly meeting. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Motion 10-06 made by Councilman Shincovich to accept 2 resignations from the Planning Commission Board – Brenda Maleski and John Mahon. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Motion 10-07 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution 2024-13 to create a new account for E-bike Charging Stations under General Fund. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Adjournment: Motion 10-08 made by Councilman Berarducci to adjourn into executive session. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
