West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
November 4th, 2024
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, November 4th, in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30PM. Council members, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, Randy Shincovich, Dan Palfey and Terri Eckels were all present during roll call. Mayor Mary Popovich, Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present. 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates:
Joyce Pawlik was present to give updates of upcoming events. Crown had more copies of the West Newton Historical book available for purchase during light up night, only 100 copies were reprinted. Ms. Pawlik stated they will be decorating the front part of Vine Street Park this year for light up night.
Mike O’Donnell was present to speak to Council this evening about sewer line expenses at 422 W. Main Street. Mr. O’Donnell purchased this home 9/31/23, and within 3 months the lines backed up. Now they are selling the property where a camera test was required again, Supervisor Shincovich did not pass this test. Mr. O’Donnell did repairs himself. Camera showed 40–50-foot marker was loaded with roots. Mr. O’Donnell is looking for a partial reimbursement as this should not have passed in 2023 originally. Council stated they would take this into consideration and review next month during work session.
Previous Minutes: Motion 11-01 made by Councilman Palfey to accept last month’s regular meeting minutes. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Engineers Report:
Engineer Mack presented the Engineers report.
Motion 11-02 made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Resolution 2024-13 to apply for Statewide LSA Grant in the amount of $1,000,000.00 for the West newton Borough Building Improvements Project. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Supervisors Report:
Presented by Chad Shincovich
Mr. Shincovich will work with secretary to come up with dates for a fall leaf pick up during the month of November.
Solicitors Report:
Solicitor Dalfonso presented he is still waiting on LGUDA filings.
Zoning/Code Report:
Presented by Secretary/Treasurer Pergola
Mayors Report/Police Report:
Presented by Mayor Popovich.
Motion 11-03 made by Councilman Berarducci to amend the agenda to add a letter of support for a grant to paint a mural on main street, delegating up to $2500.00. Second made by Johnson. No public comment. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 11-04 made by Councilman Berarducci for the Borough to write a letter of support not exceeding $2500.00 for the mural – Rivers of Steel Mini-Grant. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Emergency Management:
Presented by Paul Williams – 4 new members to EMA, KEMA conference updates and generator has been moved.
Unpaid Bills:
Motion 11-05 Motion made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bills. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report: Presented by Secretary/Treasurer Pergola
Tax Collectors Report: No report at this time.
Committee Reports:
Finance & Budget: Budget meeting dates have been set for the third Monday in November 18th.
Streets: Councilman Palfey presented quotes are being received to review for metal roof on Borough building.
Sewage: November 14th, Cummins will be conducting their inspection on generators.
Recreation: Councilman Berarducci will have the street crew winterize the lines at the ballfields.
Insurance: Nothing at this time.
Personnel: 
Motion 11-06 made by Councilman Johnson to appoint Maiello, Brungo & Maiello as new Borough Solicitor. Second by Eckels. Roll call: Berarducci – no, Johnson – yes, Shincovich – no, Palfey – no, Cooper – yes, Eckels – yes, Roebuck – not present. Roll call vote was tied. Mayor Popovich requested executive session to discuss.
Motion 11-07 made by Mayor Popovich to adjourn general meeting into executive session. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
General Meeting was reopened
Motion 11-08 made by Councilman Jonson to appoint Terri Sims into Vacant planning commission position for 4-year term. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Motion 11-09 made by Councilman Johnson to appoint Antoinette Hepler into vacant planning commission position for 2-year term. Second made by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Public Safety: Nothing at this time.
Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing at this time.
Sanitation: Nothing to report at this time
Bridge, River and Trial: Nothing to report at this time
Communications:
Motion 11-10 made by Councilman Berarducci to adopt Resolution 2024-14 for support of GAP Trail grant. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 11-11 made by Councilman Johnson tabled Mayor Popovich’s decision on appointing solicitor to a special meeting that will be held Monday, November 12th at 6:30PM. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Adjournment: Motion 11-12 made by Councilman Palfey to adjourn regular meeting. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
