West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
January 8th, 2024
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, January 8th, 2024 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Jason Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Jason Cooper, Dan Palfey, Rany Shincovich, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Mayor, Mary Popovich, Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Don Hixson and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck and Engineer Dalton Mack were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Michael Adametz was present to address traffic issues at Vine and South Water Street. Mr. Adametz is requesting from council two solutions, 1) putting lines back in the road or 2) a 3 way stop sign.  Solicitor Dalfonso recommended a traffic observation to be done and then a new ordinance would be needed for changing anything regarding streets. Council will discuss further at their next work session.
Joyce Pawlik was present to report tear down of the props at Vine Street Park will be this Sunday at noon. CROWN is planning their next events: Easter Egg hunt and also a Color fun run that will be held May 18th. Ms. Pawlik requested police in the area and some cones for this day to block off roads for the safety of the runners/walkers. 
Motion 01-01 made by Councilman Palfey to accept the previous minutes. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Don Hixson presented the Engineers Report on the behalf of Dalton Mack and reported on the status of the pump station as well as Grant awards the Borough received and what they could apply for. West Newton Borough was awarded $274,126 in funds for CCTV Project with a 15% match requirement.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman presented Supervisors report.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso presented the Solicitors report with an option that the Borough could present to the homeowner near the gym. This option would be to have slip lining done; Solicitor Dalfonso suggested giving the homeowner 30-60 days to have this completed. Solicitor Dalfonso reported a public meeting will be held Monday, January 15th at 6:00PM to meet with a representative of Columbia Gas regarding a variance for possible construction.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Nothing to report at this time. 

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich presented the Mayors/Police Report. 
Motion 01-02 made by Councilman Johnson to accept Part time Police Officer, Alexander Gillingham’s letter of resignation. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-03 made by Councilman Johnson to accept Part time Police Officer, Michael Natale’s letter of resignation. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Mayor Popovich requested $2500 more to be donated to Rostraver West Newton EMS, Council will further discuss at their next work session. 
Emergency Management:  Paul Williams was present to give a current weather report and reported on upcoming events from EMA. Mr. Williams and EMA will be working on an Emergency Plan for the Borough, once completed it will be brought in front of Council. 
Bills – Motion 01- 04 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bill. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report – presented by Secretary/Treasurer. Motion 01-05 was made by Councilman Palfey to approve November’s Treasurer’s Report. Second by Eckels. Motions adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 01-06 was made by Councilman Johnson to approve December’s Treasurer’s report. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 

Tax Collectors Report – No report at this time due to the Holidays, will present next month’s meeting. 

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Motion 01-07 was made by Councilwoman Eckels to adopt Ordinance 2024-1 for Planning Commission. Second by Shincovich. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Streets: Councilman Shincovich reported Street Supervisor, Lou Friedemann will be retiring. Mr. Shincovich requested executive session for personnel.
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report. Motion 01-08 was made by Councilman Berarducci to approve quote from Barbera Electric in the amount of $2,476.00 to replace lights at the Sewage Plant. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Nothing to report
· Insurance: Nothing to report
· Personnel: Nothing to report
· Public Safety: Motion 01-09 was made by Councilman Palfey to send police car 621 to Speney’s for general maintenance and tires. Second by Berarducci. Motion made by unanimous votes.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: New garbage company beginning 1/1/2024 – Fayette Waste and garbage collection will be Mondays.

Communications:
Motion 01-10 was made by Councilman Johnson to remove Brenda Maleski as a bank signer, adding Jason Cooper on all West Newton Borough Accounts. Second made by Eckels. Motion made by unanimous votes.
Motion 01-11 was made by Council woman Eckels to adopt Resolution 2024-1, changing the endorsers/signers on the following accounts associated with West Newton Borough – General Fund, Sewer System Fund and Liquid Fuels Fund. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted unanimous votes.
Secretary Pergola requested executive session for personnel.
Councilman Requests:

Adjournment
Motion 01-12 made by Councilman Berarducci to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
