West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
September 11th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, September 11th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Solicitor Matta, Engineer Dalton Mack and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Beth Mowry was present on behalf of DWNI regarding traffic for Miracle on Main Street. Ms. Mowry requested from council to keep the same parade route but to ask to change the lineup route, alleviating double parking in the lineup. Ms. Mowry requested permission to place “No Parking” signs for this event on South 5th and Penn Street. Council suggested to Ms. Mowry to go door to door and speak with the residents if a car would need to be removed, if possible, during lineup.
Barb LaFace was present on behalf of DWNI to give a snowflake fund update to Council. Ms. LaFace stated DWNI will make the final payment as it will take 4-6 weeks for delivery of the Snowflakes. All 40 Snowflakes and 2 swags will be stored in the Gym. Volunteers are needed this year to put up the 35-foot tree. Ms. LaFace reported Simerial Square is being updated with repairs. 
Jeff Hall was present to inform Council about flooring in the Gym and some updates that will be needed. Engineer Mark reported, the Borough’s Structural Engineer had inspected the gym but a second review will be completed due to new findings by Mr. Hall. Motion 09-01 made by Councilman Palfey to hire a Commercial roofer to remove the vines from gutters on the gym, not to exceed $5,000. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes. Motion 09-02 made by Councilman Cooper to amend Motion 09-01 to add to have the water tested that settles in the basement of the gym. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Joyce Pawlik was present on behalf of CROWN to update Council and residents of upcoming events.
Paul Williams was present on behalf of West Newton EMA to update available items from the county that can be offered to the Borough. Mr. Williams requested from Council to join the KEMA conference. Motion 09-03 made by Councilman Palfey to take care of the expenses to send Paul Williams to the KEMA conference for EMA including Hotel room, not to exceed $500. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Charlie Krasnevich as part of the West Newton Community Fund presented a check to Paul Williams with EMA in the amount of $250.
Public comment was made regarding grants to obtain more parking area, such as brownfields, etc. 

Motion 09-04 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the previous minutes. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report and reported on the status of the pump station. Motion 09-05 made by Councilman Berarducci to approve both Pumpman Proposals to get Pump #1 back online in the total amount of $28,807. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 09-06 made by Councilman Berarducci to approve Pumpman’s quote for the pump station pending Engineer and Solicitors approval estimated in the amount of $22,000. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 09-07 made by Councilman Berarducci for LSSE to apply for LSA Grants for complete overall of the lift station. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 09-08 made by Councilman Palfey for LSSE to prepare through LSA Grant for a new dump truck. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman presented Supervisors report. Mr. Friedemann reported chipping will start up in October. First (4) four Mondays, contact the Borough Office to be placed on the chipping list. 
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Matta stepped in for Solicitor Dalfonso this month. Motion 09-09 made by Councilwoman Eckels to advertise the amendment of Ordinance 2007-3. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Solicitor Matta requested an executive session.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Secretary Pergola presented Jason Humenik’s August’s Code Enforcement Report. 
No Zoning report was available at this time. 
Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich presented the Mayors/Police Report. Mayor Mary reported she submitted for a Walmart grant and stated the Borough was granted $1,000 that will be used to go towards payment of the new police car, 2023 Dodge Charger.
Bills – Motion 09-10 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay all unpaid bills. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 09-11 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay Kimberly Contracting in the amount of $24,875 per the Borough’s Fire Escrow Ordinance for 324 Mallard Street. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 09-12 made by Councilman Johnson to credit the remaining balance of the Fire Escrow amount of $5,785 back to the property owner of 324 Mallard Street, Richard Smith per Borough’s Fire Escrow Ordinance. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – reported by Secretary Pergola

Tax Collectors Report – reported by Secretary Pergola on behalf of Tax Collector, Nicole Humenik 

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Councilman Cooper reported dates for Budget meetings, September 18th, September 25th and October 16th.
· Streets: Councilman Palfey reported there was a cap on the repair for the library. Motion 09-13 made by Councilman Palfey to use ARPA funds to pay for Library repairs, not exceeding $5,000. Second by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous votes. Motion 09-14 made by Councilman Palfey for Kimberly Contracting to fix the alley by Suchko’s in the amount of $3447.36 pending review and approval of Engineer Mack. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report.
· Recreation: Noting to report
· Insurance: Insurance call with Higbee (Glatfelter’s) will be held tomorrow to go over details on the pump station. 
· Personnel: Council President Maleski requests an executive session.
· Public Safety: Councilman Cooper reported new Police car should be coming in any day.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Nothing to report at this time.
Communications:
Motion 09-15 made by Councilman Johnson to accept Hoffman’s Kennel contract for 2024. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous votes. Motion 09-16 made by Councilman Palfey to pass Ordinance 2023-2. Second by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous votes. Motion 09-17 made by Councilman Berarducci to pass Resolution 2023-5. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Councilman Requests:
Adjournment
Motion 09-18 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
