West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
November 13th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, November 13th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Mayor, Mary Popovich, Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council members Tony Berarducci and Dan Roebuck were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Joyce Pawlik was present on behalf of CROWN to report West Newton Borough had collected 500lbs of plastic and a bench had been donated and received. This bench will be installed in front of the Senior Center. Ms. Pawlik stated they will have their decorating contest next month and will need new judges. Saturday, Nov. 18th CROWN will be installing the Christmas village for light up night and asked for anyone to help. 

Motion 11-01 made by Councilman Palfey to accept the previous minutes and Special meeting minutes. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report and reported on the status of the pump station.
Motion 11-02 made by Councilman Palfey to approve Pumpman proposals. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 11-03 made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution 2023 – 7 for the purchase of dump truck and Resolution 2023 – 8 for retrofitting of the Lift Station. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 11-04 made by Councilman Palfey to sign and approve at MultiMetal expense to move forward with their work on the railing at the Sewage Plant. Second made by Terri. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineer Mack reported, the borough will need to have permission from 110 and 112 South 6th street to complete smoke testing and dye testing at residents’ homes near the gym.
Motion 11-05 made by Councilman Johnson to complete smoke testing at Residents of 110 and 112 South 6th street around the gym. Second made by Terri. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 11-06 made by Councilman Johnson to amend Motion 11-05 for the Borough to accept verbal consent given by homeowners at 110 and 112 South 6th Street to complete the smoke testing not exceeding $1,000. Second by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman presented Supervisors report. Mr. Friedemann reported 805 E. Main Street was discharging rain water onto Main Street, Code Enforcement officer was involved, a letter was sent to homeowner and will have this fixed. Hill Street is closed and ready for winter. Mr. Friedemann was asked to place donor signs on Main Street and assist Brent Barbara with snowflakes prior to light up night.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso presented the Solicitors report and requested an executive session for personnel.
Motion 11-07 made by Councilman Palfey to repeal current Subdivision ordinance (1976-3) and advertise to adopt Westmoreland County subdivision Ordinance. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 11-08 made by councilman Palfey to approve Ordinance 2023-4, amendment of 2019-4 ordinance. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Secretary Pergola presented Jason Humenik’s October’s Code Enforcement Report. 

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich presented the Mayors/Police Report. 
Bills – Motion 11- 09 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay G. Salandro Motion in the amount of $1,000 for exploratory excavation at the gym. Second by Terri. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Motion 11-10 was made by Councilman Palfey to reimburse Paul Williams $150.36 for KEMA Conference. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – reported by Secretary Pergola. 

Tax Collectors Report – reported by Secretary Pergola on behalf of Tax Collector, Nicole Humenik 
Council President, Brenda Maleski, let Paul Williams speak at this time regarding KEMA conference he attended and gathered knowledgeable information. Mr. Williams stated the state has a program where if a Borough struggles with obtaining salt, PEMA can find salt if needed.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Motion 11-11 was made by Councilman Cooper to advertise 2024 Budget. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Councilman Cooper stated there is a grant available to obtain trees if this would be something the Borough would like to pursue. Councilman Cooper presented to Council information about creating a Planning Commission consisting of minimum of 3 community members, not exceeding a total of 5 members. 
· Streets: Motion 11-12 was made by Councilman Palfey to rescind motion 10-09 regarding the sale of 621, The Borough will keep 621 until further notice. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report. Motion 11-13 made by Councilman Johnson to pay out to Mark Mesiarik remaining Vacation Hours last pay check of December 2023. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Noting to report
· Insurance: Nothing to report
· Personnel: Nothing to report
· Public Safety: Motion 11-14 made by Councilman Cooper to sale all old lightbars on Municibid, pending starting bid price after research of lightbars. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Old 622 sold on Municibid for $2,300. 
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report – Library is in need of two new doors, Mr. Johnson will obtain 3 bids.
· Sanitation: West Newton Borough received two Garbage disposal bids from the following: Fayette Waste and Noble Environmental. Bids were presented per specs, both bids were opened during public meeting, reviewed and voted on. Motion 11-15 made by Councilman Johnson to award Fayette Waste for 3-year option, pending Solicitor Review. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Councilwoman Eckels reported updates regarding the Bridge that will be posted on Savvy Citizen and West Newton webpage. 
Communications:
Secretary Pergola reported the Borough’s light up night November 25th at 5:30PM. Motion 11-16 made by Councilwoman Eckels to purchase a laptop for Secretary not to exceeding $500. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
During the Work Session, Rostraver West Newton Ambulance services visited with Council to discuss their hardships in the ambulance services. Rostraver EMS asked West Newton Borough for a donation of $19,000, which is approximately $7.50 per resident in the Borough. Councilman Palfey explained we were just finishing the budget and Council agreed to review the budget and consider a donation to the Ambulance service at the next Work Session in December. 
Street Supervisors job description will be also talked about during December’s Work Session. 
Councilman Requests:
Mayor Mary presented to council EMA laptops are getting older, Secretary Pergola was requested to look into EMA’s current expenses.
Adjournment
Motion 10-12 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
