West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
December 12th, 2022
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, December 12th, 2022 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Terri Eckels, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson and Tony Berarducci were called present during roll call. Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack, and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Mark Hopewell – Mr. Hopewell came to Council to ask about having a no outlet sign placed near Collinsburg and Cedar. Mr. Hopewell also brought to council a request to have telephone poles be removed from the right away near the old train station. Solicitor Dalfonso stated we would have to check into this to see who would own these poles in order to have them removed.
Jennifer Bitner – Ms. Bitner presented to Council on behalf of CROWN to request permission to hardwire cameras on the exterior of the gym that would view the Borough and Vine Street Park. Council had asked why. Ms. Bitner stated that this year and previous years the village display has been damaged as well as other incidents that this would help the Borough. CROWN will research these cameras to purchase and installed into the gym with a DVR system that the Police would have access to.
EMA Director, Paul Williams – Mr. Williams gave EMA updates of trainings he attended, completed and are upcoming. Paul stated there are two cold weather shelters located in Latrobe and Greensburg if anyone would need them. 

Motion 12-01 was made by Councilman Palfey to accept November’s Meeting Minutes as presented. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report and stated the MS4 report was granted by DEP. Mr. Mack reported to Council the lateral work for Attorney Bob Austin had been completed and Main Street had been put back together by Jet Jack. The new Grinder pump had been installed at 105 South First Street. 
Mr. Mack and Mr. Berarducci requested an executive session for Columbia Gas discussion. Mr. Mack presented to Council grant opportunities.
Motion 12-02 was made by Councilman Berarducci to adopt Resolution 2022-16 to allow LSSE Engineers to apply for a CCTV grant that the borough would match $124,000.
Mr. Mack reported to Council Mr. Ryan Contestable will no longer be available to the Borough after the end of the calendar year 2022, all work will be transferred over to Dalton.

Supervisors Report – Supervisor Lou Friedemann reported 4th street has been fixed as well as a catch basin on Hayden. As of today, the Borough has had 117 ton of salt delivered.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso reported a vote on the Publics Works contract and requested an executive session.


Motion 12-03 was made by Councilman Palfey to accept the 2023-2025 contract for the Public Works Employees. Second made by Berarducci. Motion by roll call vote:
	Maleski
	NO

	Johnson
	NO

	Berarducci
	YES

	Palfey
	YES

	Cooper
	YES

	Eckels
	YES

	Roebuck
	(Not present)



Zoning Report – No Zoning report
Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor was not present but the reports were attached to all Councilmembers packets to be reviewed.
Bills – Motion 12-04 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay all unpaid bills. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-05 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay Bob Denitti for work done as part of Main Street Project. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted unanimous vote.
Motion 12-06 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay Kimberly Contracting for additional repairs to Main Street in the amount of $2850.00. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted unanimous vote.
Motion 12-07 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay Kimberly Contracting for Sewer line work completed at Vine and 2nd in the amount of $28,380.00. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – Treasurers report was presented by Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola. 
Motion 12-08 was made by Council woman Eckels to accept Treasurer’s report as presented. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Tax Collectors Report - Secretary Ashley Pergola presented total year-to-date tax collections in the amount of $279,289.08 Motion 12-09 was made by Council woman Eckels to accept the Tax Collectors report as presented. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted unanimous vote.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Councilman Cooper thanked all of Council and Ashley for great work on Budget. Mr. Cooper reported Wings Across Westmoreland will be scheduling a new unveiling in the spring (Memorial Day Parade).
· Streets: Councilman Palfey requested executive session for personnel.
· Sewage: 
Motion 12-10 was made by Councilman Berarducci Resolution 2022-13 to raise sewage rates by $5 to total $40/month, effective date of January 1st, 2023. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Nothing to report. 
· Insurance: Nothing to report.
· Personnel: Nothing to report.
· Public Safety: Nothing to report.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Solicitor Dalfonso stated the Borough is still waiting on the funds from the County to be released to have Beachwood torn down.
· Sanitation: Councilman Cooper reported County Hauling sent him an email regarding the fuel surcharge.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Nothing to report.
Communications:
Motion 12-11 was made by Councilman Cooper to adopt Resolution No. 2022-14 to not raise tax rate over the previous year, fixing the tax rate millage at 18 mills. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-12 was made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution No. 2022-15 for the appointment of Independent Auditors of Cypher & Cypher for 2023 Fiscal year. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-13 was made by Councilman Palfey to appoint LSSE as the Borough’s Engineering Services. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-14 was made by Councilman Berarducci to accept Dodaro, Matta & Combest as the Borough’s Solicitor for 2023. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-15 was made by Councilman Palfey to raise the Parking Permit fees beginning January 1st, 2023 to $25 per Month. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-16 was made by Councilman Johnson to accept the 2023 meeting advertisement. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-17 was made by Councilman Johnson to adopt 2023 Budget as follows:
                                                         General Fund………..…. $ 863,360.00
                                                         Sewer Fund………..……. $ 640,533.00
                                                         Liquid Fuels Fund…..… $ 28,000.00

      Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Councilman Requests:
Executive session
Adjournment
Motion 12-18 made by Councilman Berarducci to adjourn the regular meeting into an executive session. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.










Ashley Pergola
Secretary/Treasurer
