West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
December 11th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, December 11th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Mayor, Mary Popovich, Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Barb Laface was present on behalf of DWNI, to thank the Borough and everyone who helped with putting up snowflakes. Holiday Décor referred Ms. Laface to a company who would come in and take down the holiday decorations as well as store them. Ms. Eckels asked if DWNI will help with the cost of taking down the decorations? Ms. Laface stated, yes, they would help to fund this. DWNI will be looking into purchasing lights and a flagpole tree for Simerial Square. 
Joyce Pawlik was present on behalf of CROWN to remind the councilmembers who have volunteered to judge the Christmas lights when judging days were and she will get the judging forms to them. Ms. Pawlik asked Lou when the bench can be placed in front of the Senior Center, Mr. Friedemann will have this completed this week. Ms. Pawlik is considering a red, white and blue color run in town, tentatively for May 18th. Ms. Pawlik thanked Council for helping CROWN this year.
Paul Williams was present on behalf of EMA to give an Emergency Management Report year end update.
Motion 12-01 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the previous minutes. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report and reported on the status of the pump station.
Motion 12-02 made by Councilman Palfey to authorize LSSE to submit the finally pay request to PennVEST. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman presented Supervisors report. Mr. Friedemann reported potholes were fixed, asphalted 1 Harris Street for a road repair and will be prepping the trucks for snow fall.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso presented the Solicitors report and requested an executive session for personnel.
Motion 12-03 made by Councilman Palfey to repeal current Subdivision ordinance (1976-3) and adopt Westmoreland County subdivision Ordinance 2023-5. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-04 made by Councilman Cooper to amend the agenda to add the discussion and approval of the Police Collective Bargaining agreement and Worker’s Compensation quote with an outstanding quote. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-05 made by Councilman Cooper to approve the 2024 Collective Bargaining agreement for the Police. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-06 made by Councilman Cooper to approve lowest responsible bidder for Worker’s Compensation. Second made by Johnon. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Nothing to report at this time. 

Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich presented the Mayors/Police Report. 
Motion 12-07 made by Councilman Berarducci accepting the letter of resignation for part-time officer Byan Bobnar. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Bills – Motion 12- 08 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bill. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Motion 12-09 was made by Councilman Berarducci to reimburse Mary Popovich in the amount of $346.03 for the purchase of EMA Laptop. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – will be presented at January’s Meeting 

Tax Collectors Report – reported by Secretary Pergola on behalf of Tax Collector, Nicole Humenik 

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Motion 12-10 was made by Councilman Cooper to adopt 2024 Budget. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· General Fund - $386,000.00
· Sewer Fund - $663,010.00
· Liquid Fuels - $90.030.00
Motion 12-11 was made by Councilman Cooper to make a $2500.00 donation to Rostraver/West Newton EMS out of the 2024 budget. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 12-12 was made by Councilman Coper to advertise Ordinance 2024-1 for Planning Commission. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Sewage: Covered in Engineers report.
· Recreation: Noting to report
· Streets: Motion 12-13 was made by Councilman Palfey to advertise Street Supervisor position. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Insurance: Nothing to report
· Personnel: Nothing to report
· Public Safety: Motion 12-14 was made by Councilman Cooper to set starting bid of $50.00 on Municibid for police light bars. Second made by Eckels. Motion made by unanimous vote. 
· Tabling quote from Speney’s for repairs to 621
· 621 was involved in a minor accident; Secretary Pergola requested an executive session to speak about insurance and damages to vehicle.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: New garbage company beginning 1/1/2024 – Fayette Waste and garbage collection will be Mondays.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Nothing to report. 
Communications:
Secretary Pergola requested executive session regarding insurance.
Motion 12-15 was made by Councilman Cooper to adopt Resolution 2023-9, keeping tax mill at 18. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted unanimous vote.
Motion 12-16 was made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution 2023- 10, to appoint Cypher & Cypher as the Borough’s 2024 Auditor. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 12-17 was made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Resolution 2023-11, to appoint LSSE as Borough’s Engineering services for 2024. Second by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 12-18 was made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Resolution 2023-12, to appoint Dodaro, Matta, & Cambest, P.C. as Borough’s Solicitor for 2024. Second by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 12-19 made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Resolution 2023-13, relative to the establishment and maintenance of Police employees’ pension to stay at 0% contribution. Second by Johnosn. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Councilman Requests:

Adjournment
Motion 12-20 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
