West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
May 8th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, May 8th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack, Mayor Mary Popovich and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck and Tony Berarducci were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Debra Berarducci was present to discuss with Council a Courtesy Notice left by Code Enforcement for Youghiogheny Canoe Outfitters and GAP Trail Campground on May 1st. Mrs. Berarducci is questing why her husband was the only one who received this notice. There are 5 people on the dee, Mrs. Berarducci would like to know why they were the only ones notified. Council asked what the Courtesy Notice was for. Mrs. Berarducci proceeded to read as the notice stated, grass needs cut, vans expired, canoes thrown everywhere, garbage/clutter. Solicitor Dalfonso informed Mrs. Berarducci that when looking up addresses the Borough looks at the address given by the County GIS Map and there was only 1 names and address given so this would be why they were the only ones who received this notice. As a resolution, Borough Solicitor Dalfonso stated going forward, this will be noted on the account and all notices must got to all owners of this property.
Nancy Molovich was present to speak with Council regarding West Newton Pool renovations. Ms. Molovich gave an update on figures of where the Pool is at financially for this renovation. As of right now, the pool will not be able to open until these repairs are completed. $114,000.00 renovation total for the pool. The biggest expense is the plumbing around the pool. Ms. Molovich is requesting $24,000 for the plumbing to open the pool. Council inquired about opening and employment of the pool to make sure the pool would stay open. The Pool has raised around $7,000-$8,000 with hoping to fundraise more towards the fall. Council agreed the ARPA fund should be invested in the assets of West Newton. Motion 05-01 made by Councilman Palfey to award West Newton Pool $24,000 from ARPA Funds. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Dave Craig was present to ask Council if the alley between his house and neighbors on South 2nd street could be paved as it is deteriorating. Council will check into their maps to see if this alley way would be on the Liquid Fuels maps. As of right now. The Borough does not maintain this alley.
Motion 05-02 made by Councilman Palfey to accept the previous minutes. Second by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report. Structural Engineer provided his report of West Newton Gym and GC Murphy Building, both reports are attached to Engineers Report. Westmoreland County Commissioners reached out to the Borough regarding potential water and sewer funding under ARPA funding, would require 50% match and funding would be awarded early to mid-summer. On the behalf of the Borough, LSSE submitted request for %67,500 for the diffuser install, tank cleaning and pump station control systems.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman reported a sink hole on access road near Waypoint’s building on Mallard St. There was a new lateral put in from this building incorrectly. Solicitor Dalfonso will be looking into this further. 801 E Main Street has been repaired. PennDOT was contacted for the Emergency HOP permit. Mr. Friedemann reported on Columbia Gas Road Restorations with Saccon and Cole Contracting. Tree at the pool has been removed and disabled Veterans parking only sign has been setup at the VFW. 
Councilman Palfey reported a complain was resolved by the Mine subsidence company on West side. Streets had been cleaned. Mine subsidence workers should be completed by the end of May.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso reported letters were sent regarding some sewage issues. Solicitor Dalfonso requested an executive session to discuss Police Collective Bargaining Agreement.
Zoning Report – Secretary Pergola presented Mark Cypher’s April Zoning Report.
Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich presented the Mayor and Police reports. Mayor Popovich asked Engineer Mack if they would be interested in designing/constructing a Grant for the Borough this fall regarding 2nd street park at a minimum of $100,000 with the Borough’s match being Engineer fees. Decision for EOC trailer has been tabled. 
Bills – Motion 05-03 was made by Council Palfey to pay all unpaid bills. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – Treasurers report was presented by Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola. 

Tax Collectors Report – April’s Tax Collectors report was presented by Secretary/Treasurer, Ashley Pergola on behalf of Tax Collector.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Councilman Cooper thanked all of Council who met with the Rotary about the fishing dock. Rotary received a $10,000 grant for the fishing dock. Motion 05-04 made by Councilman Cooper to provide up to $2280 to allow West Newton Rotary to build the new fishing dock on Borough Property with supplying the Borough a copy of insurance and using a licensed contractor. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Streets: Council will be revisiting the quote for Kimberly Contracting. Councilman Palfey would like to revisit ARPA funds. Motion 05-05 made by Councilman Palfey to accept quote of $2300, not to exceed $5,000 subject to what the Borough can do at the library. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes. 
Motion 05-06 made by Councilman Palfey to eliminate the Parking meter at South 3rd & Main Street. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Sewage: Nothing to report.
· Recreation: Nothing to report.
· Insurance: CSC will be sending the Borough a quote by next meeting.
· Personnel: Nothing to report.
· Public Safety: Motion 05-07 made by Councilman Johnson to allow the Full-Time officers to purchase their old handguns in the amount of $100. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Councilman Cooper would like to request and executive session for Collective Bargaining Agreement.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Nothing to report.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Council woman Eckels reported on the Bridge form PennDOT finalizing documents on design of the bridge and still on track for construction to begin 2024. Councilwoman Eckels reported flower baskets will be up before Memorial Day.
Communications:
Secretary Ashley presented to council Memorial Day Parade will be Monday, May 29th. Westmoreland Borough’s Association will be hosting a meeting and inner Thursday, May 25th at 5:30PM. Pavilions are rented Thursday, May 18th and Sunday, May 21st.
Councilman Requests:

Adjournment
Motion 05-08 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
