West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
August 14th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, August 14th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck and Mayor Mary Popovich were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Darlene Crawford was present on behalf of “Under his wings” to spread human trafficking awareness in the borough. Ms. Crawford will have a booth setup at the West Newton Community Festival and came to ask Council permission to spread red sand in the cracks of town to spread awareness. The booth will have red sand available for community members to pick up to spread in front of their homes or businesses to show awareness of human trafficking and how it is slipping through the cracks. Council gave permission to Ms. Crawford to spread red sand throughout the town. 
Justin Lowanse and Joyce Pawlik were present to request additional tables and chairs for the festival, Council decided the same number of tables and chairs will be purchased, no additional. Mr. Lowanse reported road closures for the festival from South 3rd street up to South 6th street including South 4th and South 5th as well to be closed, leaving the alley way behind the Verizon building open. Justin also followed up on the street closure letter that the Borough can send out. Per Solicitor Dalfonso and Crown the Borough will send out a letter to residents to for awareness of the street closures for the festival. Mr. Lowanse requested to have under the lights again Friday September 22nd for kids to play basketball. Mr. Lowanse brought up about kids riding bikes, what can we do as a community to help provide awareness. A neighborhood watch program was questioned about, Council responded there was not enough interest in holding this program. Joyce Pawlik reported on the scavenger hunt that was held at the park went very well as well as the recycling program! Ms. Pawlik reported there will be a Sadie’s Hawkins dance at the gym October 7th. Ms. Pawlik stated they have always completed their pumpkin carving and scarecrow construction and are requesting permission to do this at Cort Street Park. Council gave permission for CROWN to do this. Joyce also reported on another silent auction again this year. The Christmas village at the park struggles every year to put up, some Council members stated they will help out and Joyce will place a sign-up sheet at the Borough office to help out this day.
Ed Ferree was present to ask Council and the Solicitor about the Borough’s Occupancy Permit Ordinance in relation to PA Code title No. 34. Solicitor Dalfonso took all information Mr. Ferree brought with him and will look in to this Ordinance in correlation of the PA Code with the Borough’s Zoning Officer.

Motion 08-01 made by Councilman Palfey to accept the previous minutes. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report and reported on the pump station. 
Motion 08-02 made by Councilman Berarducci to ratify approval of lab analysis by CWM in the amount of $1185. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman reported he still needs access to Bloom Brew, Solicitor Dalfonso reported if the stage can be moved then the Borough crew can gain access. Mr. Friedemann reported on several road repairs.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso reported on N 4th Street properties. Mr. Dalfonso followed up with neighbors by the gym for the borough to access the gym through their properties. Solicitor Dalfonso requested executive session for personnel to discuss contracts.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Secretary Pergola presented Jason Humenik’s July’s Code Enforcement Report. 
No Zoning report was available at this time. 
Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich was not present; Councilman Cooper presented the Mayor and Police reports. 
Bills – Motion 08-03 was made by Council Johnson to pay all unpaid bills. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – reported by Secretary Pergola

Tax Collectors Report – reported by Secretary Pergola on behalf of Tax Collector, Nicole Humenik 

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Motion 08-04 made by Councilman Cooper to sponsor application from Youghiogheny Riverkeepers for installing a removable ramp at the gym. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Mr. Cooper inquired about converting a field at Goehring Park into soccer fields. Mr. Berarducci stated the outfields of the ballfields can be used as soccer fields; nets would have to be moved. The deck at the pond is complete and ready to open. Budget meetings will be 9/18, 9/25 and 10/16. Mr. Coopers neighbor had offered to donate 10 trees on behalf of the harboring foundation if there was a place the Borough could use them. Council stated if the gym decides to get new drapes the Borough would split the cost 50/50 from general fund and gym fund to purchase curtains, but at this time the gym is planning to hold off for right now.
· Streets: Councilman Palfey reported a couple issues that were resolved with the street dept. Signs are to be ordered for the pond: “Catch & Release only”. The contractor has been instructed to start on the Library and Lou was asked that if there is anything the borough can help with to cut down on cost.
· Sewage: Councilman Berarducci requested to have an executive session and requested Lou Friedemann to be present. 
· Recreation: Councilman Berarducci reported Tournament September 23rd and 24th. 
· Insurance: Nothing to report
· Personnel: Nothing to report
· Public Safety: Nothing to report
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Councilman Johnson reported numerous properties to Council that need to be cut or maintained. Council President Maleski reported she had a phone call from the County stating the contractor filed their permit and the Beechwood building will be coming down the next two weeks.
· Sanitation: Motion 08-05 made by Councilman Johnson to accept County Hauling Renewal for garbage pickup within West Newton Borough. Second made by Cooper. Motion passed by unanimous votes.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Nothing to report at this time.
Communications:
Renewed Flood insurance Option A to keep it the same coverage as prior years for the Borough office. Motion 08-06 made by Councilman Palfey to accept agreement with HERA to do the Borough’s vacant properties. Second made by Cooper. Motion passed by unanimous votes. Motion 08-07 made by Councilman Berarducci to advertise Ordinance 2023-2 for establishing congested traffic areas. Second made by Eckels. Motion passed by unanimous votes.
Councilman Requests:
Adjournment
Motion 08-08 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
