West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
July 10th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, July 10th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson, Tony Berarducci, and Terri Eckels were called present during roll call. Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack, Mayor Mary Popovich and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Kristen from CSC Insurance was present to distribute quotes for the Borough’s insurance and highlight some items within the premium. This quote was based on what the Borough currently has in insurance coverage. Council will take the time to discuss the quotes presented.
Cody & Nicole Corley were present to speak to council about their citations they received regarding their chickens. Corely’s reported they did get rid of both roosters and invested a lot of money into the chickens. Council reported the current Borough Ordinance states no chickens, at this time Council has some guidelines they will be discussing in the meeting. Council asked Solicitor Dalfonso to step in. Mr. Dalfonso stated the wording in the Borough’s Ordinance can be reworded, the Borough can get as specific as they would like in regards to number of chickens, no roosters, etc. Cody Corley asked what the suggestion will be in the meantime while Council figures out what they will be doing with the current Ordinance. Council reported the revised Ordinance will be very strict, right now they are not permitted but it is an open discussion therefore in the meantime, Council reported until such time providing there are no complaints, the chickens have to go. Council will be checking to see the chicken population within the borough and will be getting together at the next meeting to discuss this Ordinance again. Councilman Palfey suggested to the Corely family if they are going to have a petition signed for residents within the Borough to allow chickens, to have that for the next meeting held in August.
Alice Kurzdorfer and Barb Herpak were both present on behalf of the West Newton Senior Center to ask Council if during the times of operation could Council allow the Seniors to continue to use their free parking passes. Council asked how many parking spaces the Senior Center has. Ms. Kurzdorfer replied there are 12 parking spaces that the Seniors can use in addition to the parking passes that both Seniors and Volunteers use. Council came to reasoning with the Senior Center, until the parking meter ordinance is looked into and updated the Seniors shall use their parking passes from 8AM until 3:30PM Monday through Friday.
Frank Dainty was present to speak to Council regarding chickens. Mr. Danity stated the family with chickens are a great family but you have to abide by a borough ordinance. Mr. Dainty was present to inform Council and to let them know whatever the decision is he will be okay with as long as Council has strict guidelines and stay on top of residents with chickens. Council informed Mr. Dainty they will be looking into the Chicken ordinance.
Mr. Friedemann spoke to Council and stated there is current Borough ordinance of no chickens, he is against chickens as a taxpayer within the borough. Mr. Capenos spoke to Council as well and stated if the Borough allowed chickens, the owners of the chickens should be the ones having to pay for any enforcement on the chickens. Charlie Krasnevich stated chicken issues came up 4-5 years ago.
Justin Lowanse was present on behalf of CROWN to request from the Borough if there would be extra monies in the budget for extra tables and chairs for this year’s festival. Mr. Lowanse would like to double the table and chair count and will get with Ashley on pricing for this. Mr. Lowanse asked if the borough would assist with writing CROWN a letter to the residents on 4th, 5th and vine to please move their vehicle during the time of the festival. Council will take this under advisement, discuss this and will get back to Mr. Lowanse. Justin updated the cameras are up and operating at the Gym. Mr. Lowanse received bids for painting the garage doors on the gym in the amount of about $1500. Joyce Pawlik is now the President of CROWN. Justin would like to get the banner for the festival put up again. CROWN would like to place a banner across main street. Council relayed to CROWN there is a height clearance being this sign would be hung over a PennDOT roadway. CROWN would look into it but in the meantime the other signs along the streets where the car cruise signs go the Borough will place the festival signs. Justin requested from Council on behalf of Waypoint to have the lights turned on at Vine Street Park, Friday August 4th. Council stated Mr. Lowanse has a key and approved his request. Mayor Popovich contacted the Painters Union for the gym’s garage doors and will give the contact information to Mr. Lowanse as another option.
Joyce Pawlik was present on behalf of CROWN to report back to Council regarding a date for Chalk the Park being held on July 28th at 7:00PM in Vine Street Park. The second event CROWN would like to provided for the Community would be a free Scavenger Hunt, held August 12that 1:00PM meeting at Vine Street Park. CROWN purchased a tree for the park to be planted. Last month CROWN also asked about recycling program where bins will be placed at The Gingerbread House Bakery, Senior Center and Nutrition will be collecting on their own. If 500lbs is acquired in 6 months a bench will be donated. 
Council requested for Holy Hotdogs to not park his vehicle on Vine Street Park. 
Engineer Mack made a statement from previous comments prior regarding the height of signs and banners being temporarily hung across main street; the Borough needs to adopt a resolution through PennDOT. The height of the banner or sign must be set at a minimum height of 17’ 6” from bottom of banner to roadway.
Barb LaFace was present on behalf of DWNI to report on the Snowflake fund. As of July 10th, the balance in the account is $1,903.60, we owe still on the remaining balance of $5349.80, therefore $3446.20 still needs to be raised. Fundraising events are still being held at the Moose and a snowflake drop at Gary’s for Christmas in July. The Farmer’s Market will be moved to Gary’s parking lot for this day only. DWNI finally received their 501©3 tax exemption. Tony Berarducci will be helping Barbera with electrical work that will be needed on the telephone poles. Ms. LaFace is donating the donor signs for the snowflakes.
Jeff Hall was present with concerns of the West Newton Gym. Mr. Hall stated the curtain and rail holding the curtain ripped and has to be replaced. Mr. Hall found a company in New Jersey in the estimated cost for both the curtain and rail would be around $4500. Council will discuss this and get back to Mr. Hall regarding the decision. Mr. Hall reported vines are hanging from the gutter, he can cut them at the bottom and pull them down to save the integrity of the gutter.
Dave Craig was present to ask Council what their decision was regarding paper alley next to his property. Mr. Craig would like to know who would be liable for this to have the pot holes fixed in this Alley. Solicitor Dalfonso stated if the Borough has ever paved this alley, then the borough would be responsible in this scenario. Councilman Palfey stated the Borough will take a look at this alley to see what can be resolved.
Jason Capenos asked Council about banners hanging up at the ballfields with sponsor names. Mr. Capenos’ s company would like to be a sponsor at the ballfields. Council informed Mr. Capenos to reach out to the rec board and they would be able to help him with this.

Motion 07-01 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the previous minutes. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report. Dalton announced DEP issued 5 new taps for the remainder of the year for the Borough on July 6th. Diffuser drops were delayed – installation at the end of July. Tanks will be drained a few weeks before the drops are setup. First payment from PennVEST will be coming in soon, since DEP approved the change order for the Main Street Project. Dalton stated for restoration of Columbia Gas since the paving was not publicly bid so the Borough would not be able to have Liquid Fuels pay for the rest of Vine Street to be repaved. Dalton reported the Borough was awarded $67,500 in funding to cover 50% of the control system, pump and tank cleaning.
Motion 07-02 made by Councilman Berarducci to purchased a 3rd pump from Kappe in the amount of $44,901.00 not including tax. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman reported he has inspected Waypoints sewer line. Mr. Friedemann needs to inspect to the main. Mr. Friedemann asked about where we are at with Bloom Brew. Solicitor Dalfonso reported the structure does not have a permit for the installation of this building. Solicitor stated we will kindly ask for this to be moved, if not then a letter will be sent with further action. Address 220 N. 4th was also addressed by Mr. Dalfonso, stating Jason Humenik will apply for the warrant to time with Lou to execute on a certain date with the judge. Costars contract, before August 1 the same allotment will be kept moving forward for the new contract. Mr. Friedemann requested for an executive session. Council member Eckels requested for the street sweeper to be used on main street.
Motion 07-03 made by Councilman Johnson to pay the invoice to 5-Star Plumbing for cameraing at 224 N. 5th Street that is a borough issue in the amount of $375. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso requested executive session for personnel and public safety.
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report – Secretary Pergola presented Jason Humenik’s June Code Enforcement Report. 
No Zoning report was available at this time. 
Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich presented the Mayor and Police reports. Council would like the Engineer to start on the Grant process that closes in September for 2nd street park rehab.
Bills – Motion 07-04 was made by Council Palfey to pay all unpaid bills. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report –Motion 07-05 was made by Councilman Johnson to approve June’s Treasurers Report reported by Secretary Pergola. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Tax Collectors Report – Motion 07-06 was made by Council member Eckels to approve June’s Tax Collectors Report reported by Secretary Pergola on behalf of Tax Collector. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Councilman Cooper reported Wings Across Westmoreland will be installed this Friday. Cooper requested to have meeting dates setup for next month for budget meetings.
· Streets: Councilman Palfey reported a couple issues that were resolved with the street dept.
· Sewage: Councilman Berarducci reported new hire for sewage plant had a family emergency and moved back to his home state. Motion 07-07 was made by Councilman Berarducci to readvertise for the Sewage Plant Sewer Operator in training pending the status of previously interviewed candidate. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
· Recreation: Councilman Berarducci reported Tournament this weekend, grass will need cut and garbage bags are needed. Councilman Johnson will contact County Hauling to have dumpsters emptied. 
· Insurance: A special meeting will be held to review both insurance quotes provided between CSC and Higbee.
· Personnel: Nothing to report.
· Public Safety: Councilman Cooper reported new Police car has been ordered.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Councilman Johnson requested to have Fitzsimmons property to be cut. 
Motion 07-08 was Councilman Johnson to obtain quotes to have someone cut the grass at Fitzsimmons Property on N. 3rd street not exceeding $200. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Sanitation: Nothing to report at this time.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Nothing to report at this time.
Communications:
Secretary Ashley presented to council the 0% PMRS for the Police. The official form must be filled out annually. 
Motion 07-10 made by Councilman Cooper to approve the amendment of the PMRS agreement. Second made by Eckels. Motion passed by unanimous votes.

Motion 07-11 made by Councilman Palfey authorizing Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola and as directed to sign loan agreement for the 2023 Dodge Charger financing in the amount of $34,700 under RESOLUTION NO. 2023-4. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
Motion 07-12 made by Councilman Palfey to amend the agenda to add the insurance proposal for West Newton Volunteer Fire Company. Second made by Cooper. Motion passed by unanimous votes. No public comment.
Motion 07-13 made by Councilman Palfey to approve the Insurance Proposal for West Newton Volunteer Fire Company with Varin-Salvin, Inc. Second made by Cooper. Motion passed by unanimous votes.
Councilman Requests:
Council reported on discussion of the 5&10, this deal has unfortunately fallen through where the purchaser had backed out. This building has been condemned again. Council will decide what will need to be done with this building again and try to have the county to tear it down.
Paul Williams was present to update the Council and community on EMA information.
Adjournment
Motion 07-13 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting in to executive session. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
