West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
April 10th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, April 10th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson and Tony Berarducci were called present during roll call. Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack, and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck, Terri Eckels and Mayor Mary Popovich were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Nancy Molovich was present on behalf of West Newton Pool to give an update. Ms. Molovich stated a grant was received for a complete renovation of the pool. Currently they are renovating the entire pool surface and the gutter filtration system. Unexpected expenses were inquired. The grant received was $76,340.00 with a $14,400.00 match. Ms. Molovich stated they are looking for bids and currently have a fundraiser letter that had been sent out to all local businesses. West Newton Pool is also selling a ticket to help fundraise. Ms. Molovich was not here to ask the Borough for funds but was to make the community aware that this was the first major renovations being made to the pool since 1990. The West Newton Pool needs to come up with approximately $37,500.00 including the $14,400.00 match. Ms. Molovich had asked about the ARPA Funds, if there were anything still available. A loan was looked into by the pool as well. Ms. Molovich was just looking for ideas. Worst case scenario, in order for the pool to be opened the filtration/drainage system would be completed first and then the liner could be installed in the fall to give more time for fundraising. CROWN has offered to do fundraisers with West Newton Pool. Councilman Palfey reported the Borough does have some ARPA Funds; Council will discuss at a later time. Ms. Molovich also reached out public officials local to the area.
Jim Bick was present to address his concern of a large hemlock tree that is deteriorating and needs to be cut down. Mr. Bick is concerned if this tree does come down it will take out buildings on his property and the pool. Mr. Bick presented pictures of the tree as it is on Borough property. Motion 04-01 made by Councilman Berarducci to obtain bids for a tree service to have this tree cut down. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Shane Anderson was present on behalf of The Therapy Collective to request to have part of North 2nd street closed for a Grand Opening. Mr. Anderson stated there will be snacks, giveaways, race car and driver and will be doing a ticket to help West Newton Pool. Council granted Mr. Anderson permission to have half of the road way closed for 4 hours and open to local traffic only from 5PM – 9PM, Friday April 21st. Mr. Anderson also presented to Council a concern about the GC Murphy Building’s downspouts. Solicitor Dalfonso reported not to go inside of the building and there has been contact to the multiple property owners to see who can address this issue. 
Paul Williams was present on behalf of EMA. Mr. Williams complimented the Savvy Citizen app. Mr. Williams reported classes/trainings that have been completed by EMA and are upcoming.  
Motion 04-02 made by Councilman Palfey to accept the previous minutes. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report. Borough was awarded $500,000.00 in grant funding for project from 2022 LSA Grant programs. Motion 04-03 made by Councilman Berarducci to start to have Tank 2 cleaned by August, by Robinson Pipe Cleaning. Second by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. A special meeting will be held once LSSE receives a quote from Pumpman for 16 diffuser drops. The Borough and LSSE did a walk through with Engineer Owen Beachy at the gym and GC Murphy Building.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman reported Columbia Gas Road restorations with Saccone and Cole. Mr. Friedeman also reported sewer lateral repairs that have been completed. Two more weeks left for chipping. 
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso reported we are finally closing on Main Street on April 20th. Mr. Dalfonso also reported the touring of the Gym and GC Murphy building, report is attached to the Engineers report of the gym. 212 S. Water ST. right of way was never recorded, after Mr. Dalfonso spoke with the County’s mapping and their GIS department. We would have our surveyor come out and split the property between the two owners. An Ordinance may need to be passed. The paper street by Letterio’s, Solicitor Dalfonso stated the same process would need to happen.
Zoning Report – Secretary Pergola presented Mark Cypher’s March Zoning Report.
Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich was not present; reports will be given next month. 
Bills – Motion 04-04 was made by Council Johnson to pay all unpaid bills. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – Treasurers report was presented by Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola. 

Tax Collectors Report – March’s Tax Collectors report was presented by Secretary/Treasurer, Ashley Pergola on behalf of Tax Collector.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Councilman Cooper reported the Dodge Charger has been ordered. Wings Across Westmoreland is on schedule for Memorial Day. Councilman Palfey made the suggestion of the Borough buying paint for the Wing location.  
· Streets: Motion 04-05 was made by Councilman Palfey to have a disabled Veterans parking only sign placed in front of the VFW and eliminate the parking meter in front of the VFW as well. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Councilman Palfey made a comment in regards to a good job the Borough is doing on Chipping.
· Sewage: Councilman Berarducci reported the Sewage plant report by Mark. Motion 04-06 made by Berarducci to accept the lowest bid made by Hook Construction, LLC in the amount totaling $5600.00 with $2200.00 being made as a down payment to repair the Sewage Plant roof. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes. Motion 04-07 made by Berarducci to hire Zachary Smalich as the Sewer Laborer/Operator in Training at the rate set in the Bargaining Agreement, pending the completion of a physical and background check. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous votes.
· Recreation: Motion 04-08 made by Councilman Berarducci to have the Borough crew to take the poles over to the cemetery for Avenue of Flags. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted in unanimous vote.
· Insurance: CSC will be sending the Borough a quote within the next month or two. Councilman Cooper is still waiting to hear back from the Rotary regarding the Fishing dock. Savvy Citizen app has been doing well!
· Personnel: Nothing to report.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Code enforcement officer has started.
· Sanitation: Councilman Johnson reported no complaints this month. 
· Bridge, River & Trail: Nothing to report.
Communications:
Secretary Ashley presented to council pavilion is rented April 23rd. VFW Post 7812 West Newton is honored to extend an invitation to all to them for the 2023 Memorial Day Parade. Parde will begin at 0900, Breakfast will be served at the VFW at 0700 for all participants in the parade.  
Councilman Requests:

Adjournment
Motion 04-09 made by Councilman Johnson to adjourn the regular meeting. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
