West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
March 13th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, March 13th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Terri Eckels, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson and Tony Berarducci were called present during roll call. Mayor Mary Popovich, Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack, and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Billy and Shelly Rupert were present on behalf of Bikers Helping Others to request from Council to use the ballfields and pond for a fishing derby to be held on May 21st. Council granted permission for Bikers Helping Others to use these facilities.
Nancy Bickus Neal was present on behalf of the Sutersville Sewickley Sewage Authority along with her was two other board members and a concerned citizen. Nancy presented to Council the five options SSMSA is currently in the process of looking into during their reevaluating process. 
	Option #1. Stay status quo
	Option #2. See if they would like to be bought out by Pennsylvania American Water
	Option #3. See if the Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County would want to buy SSMSA.
	Option #4. Build own plant.
              Option #5. See if West Newton would have any interest in becoming a joint sewage authority.
Nancy did not expect answers tonight, just wants this to be informational as Council received packets. Nancy reviewed the items in the packet, Councilman Berarducci informed Nancy the Borough’s pumps are being upgraded already. Nancy’s purpose presenting to Council was to share options of what SSMSA have and how West Newton Borough could possibly benefit by taking on SSMSA, if that was a possibility. Engineer Mack inquired about customer count from SSMSA and Nancy stated 500 customers including businesses (Sutersville, upper part of Sewickley, Lowber and Grattstown). Council and Engineer Mack will be looking into a possible option of a third tank at the sewer plant for the possibility of future growth for a third tank if the Borough would be able to do it with the plants current capacity.
Barb LaFace from DWNI was present to update Council and the Community of the Main Street Christmas light displays. We have raised $11,728.92. 40 snowflakes and 2 swags have been ordered. Snowflakes did not come with mounts. The snowflake fund committee will be meeting again. Ms. LaFace thanked everyone who have donated thus far.
Paul Williams, EMA Director, was present to update Council and the Community about gaining information on updated maps from the County. Mr. Williams reported on a couple meetings that were attended, one being with Filbern Manor and two being Emergency Response Agency Group for awareness of their building. EMA is on high alert due to all of the Railroad derailments. Training has been recently completed in December so we are currently up to date with information. Mr. Williams had been reached out to, by HAZMAT, to let EMA know they are here to help if we would need anything in our area in an emergency. Mr. Williams also reported that Sewickley Twp. Has a new Emergency Management Coordinator, West Newton EMA will be looking forward to working with them in late Spring/ early Summer. Mr. Williams will be attending the bimonthly meeting with the County at the 911 center in late March to gather new information. Mr. Williams met with Mayor Popovich and Councilman Cooper to apply for a last-minute grant offering through Guy Rauthenour’s office that was sent out to all of the EMA coordinators in the County for interest in equipment or emergency operation centers to submit for a preliminary request. Mayor Popovich and Councilman Cooper jumped on board and submitted the preliminary request as this is just an opportunity, not a guarantee EMA would receive this. This is a 75% Federal Grant with a 25% match and the match can be anything as long as it is nonfederal money. Mr. Williams thanked Mayor Popovich and Councilman Cooper for putting this together. Mr. Williams stated is everyone is in support of this, letters of support must be submitted by March 20th. Mayor Popovich stated if local businesses/organizations could also submit letters of support they can send them to her via email, marypopovich@gmail.com. What Mayor Popovich applied for was a Rapid Response Mobil, EOC Unit; because of town being by the river and rail being in the flood plain she had pointed out all of this for the EOC. Mayor also pointed out the closeness of the rail to a personal care home, etc., there’s hazardous materials that pass through, passenger and freight. Mayor and Councilman Cooper worked on this letter to get it sent in and West Newton Borough met all of the requirements. Paul Williams, EMA Director reported how this unit would be a community asset as well, such as coordination functions for the festivals, light up night. This would not only get the equipment useable but let the Community see this in action. Mayor Popovich stated this is already has everything built in; tables that fold up, benches that fold up, a place for communications and it even has a little portable bathroom and kitchenette, plus lighting and an awning. If there are any questions, please see Mayor or EMA Paul Williams regarding the EOC unit. 
Justin Lowanse was present on behalf of Waypoint. Mr. Lowanse stated they will be hosting their 4th Annual Clean up day on Saturday, May 20th at 10AM in partnership with Keep PA Beautiful. Mr. Lowanse asked the community if there were any project ideas they would like to see or anything they would specifically like to be done to help beautify our community. Mayor Popovich will check on the day before on a Friday, to possibly hold annual E-recycle day. Mr. Lowanse will give a contact to Council for the PA Watershed regarding the tires left on Borough property after doing a river cleanup. Justin reported Sunday May 28th, will be CROWN’s free Concert for the community in honor of Memorial Day. This year Mr. Lowanse would like to move the location due to a lack of volunteers, would like to let the Outpost to host. Justin reported the trailhead grass can be used and CROWN requested from Council to shut down Collinsburg road for 4 hours from 4:30PM – 8:30PM between the trails two parking lots. CROWN will go door to door hand delivering letters to let nearby neighbors know of the event. Motion 03-01 made by Councilman Palfey to close Collinsburg Road from 4:30PM to 8:30PM Sunday, May 28th for CROWN’s concert. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Justin Lowanse was also present to request from Council the blessing to shut down a portion of his road as he is doing remodeling at his house. He will be setting up stages, etc. Whenever Mr. Lowanse is ready to do this construction he will come back to Council to request again for road closure signs. 
Paul Kosko, running for Westmoreland County Commissioner, was present to introduce himself to the Borough Council and Community and thanked everyone for their service to the community.
Jason Capenos was present to report to Council overhanging trees/shrubs within the Borough to be able to get trucks passable on roadways near Robertson Street and North 2nd Street near the border of S. Huntingdon Twp. Councilman Johnson will take a look at this to have this taken care of. 
Brian Backstrom just announced Tuesday, March 14th CROWN was having a Quarterly meeting for all who are welcome to attend at the Presbyterian Church.

Motion 03-02 made by Councilman Palfey to accept the previous minutes. Second by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report. LSA grants award dates for the force main and diffuser drops for the plant status should be posted Thursday. Proposal for tank cleaning has been attached to the Engineer’s Report.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman west side catch basins have been cleaned. Mr. Friedemann gave update about Columbia gas work within the borough. Approximately 140 feet of pipe have been installed down near the sewage plant at ballfield into a catch basin. Mr. Friedemann requested from Columbia Gas to obtain the preconstruction photos from Columbia gas. Went to Mr. Davanzo’s office regarding the bridge lights, Secretary Fallon typed up a letter including Lou’s contact information to have the bridge lights replaced. If Council would wish to have LEDs on the bridge Lou had a contact for Council to reach out to. Chipping will start, the first 4 Mondays in April; April 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th. Branches must not be any larger than 4” in diameter, cut edge out, stacked neatly near curb. Contact the Borough office to be put on the chipping list. Councilman Johnson requested for Lou to check out the GC Murphy building to help shore up a door/window that had broken glass. Councilman Cooper reported to Lou water at the gym in the basement near a crawl space, the water could not be tested due to the water running through the ground before coming into the gym. Lou and Council will be looking into this. Mayor Popovich reported to Lou the owner at 801 Main Street is still having a water/sewer issue. Councilman Palfey requested for Lou, once asphalt plants open back up for the crew to go down and patch near the high rise. Mr. Capenos mentioned once NPL starts restoring the roads and are milling the roadways, if what ever would be left, he would be willing to purchase. 
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso reported we are still on schedule to close on the PennVest loan at the end of the month just waiting on a couple documents from our Auditor. PennVest would also like to update our loan resolution for $714,000.00. Mr. Dalfonso reported we have the go ahead to go inside of the G.C. Murphy building and take the potential purchaser as well as any officials from the county as long as all schedules line up to hopefully help to get this building revitalized. 105 E Mainstreet, the County did award the money for the demolition, so this building will be coming down in the near future. Affidavit of probable cause is in hands of the Solicitor for the property on North 4th street and an administrative search warrant will need to be applied for through the magistrate’s office. Motion 03-03 made by Councilman Palfey to adopt Resolution 2023-1 updating loan amount to $714,000.00 for PennVest with the Main Street Sewage work. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Zoning Report – Secretary Pergola presented Mark Cypher’s February Zoning Report.
Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich resented February’s Police report. Mayor Popovich stated she applied for the Walmart grant to try and get money for a police car. 
Motion 03-04 was made by Councilman Palfey to have Ashley purchase all of the parts necessary to repair all of the parking meters. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-05 was made by Councilman Johnson to advertise Ordinance No. 2023-2 for parking meters. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 03-06 was made by Councilman Johnson to adopt Resolution No. 2023-2 for the above parking meters. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Bills – Motion 03-07 was made by Council Eckels to pay all unpaid bills. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – Treasurers report was presented by Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola. 

Tax Collectors Report – No Tax Collectors Report at this time.

Motion 03-08 was made by Councilman Berarducci to accept all report as presented. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Motion 03-09 was made by Councilman Cooper to purchase annually Savvy Citizen in the amount of $1389.00 using the ARPA Funds and then this would go into the General Fund Budget in 2023. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Councilman Cooper presented Wings Across Westmoreland; the target date is Memorial Day weekend. 
· Streets: Motion 03-10 made by Councilman Palfey to advertise for application for Grass cutting, starting at $14/hour, must be 18 years old with a current driver’s license, starting April 1st. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Vice President Palfey requested after general meeting, for an executive meeting regarding personnel matters, no action to be taken.
· Sewage: Councilman Berarducci reported the Sewage plant report by Mark. Councilman Berarducci will be looking for quotes for the roof at the sewage plant. 
· Recreation: Councilman Berarducci requested Lou the turn water back on mid-April. Mr. Berarducci unfortunately announced not enough signup applications were obtained for West Newton but the fields will be used by others throughout the year. Sewage plant applications will be interviewed within the next week for hiring in May or June.
Councilman Palfey asked Lou about meter being placed on sidewalk by Columbia Gas. Owner of the property must be contacted by certified letter by Solicitor Dalfonso in order to have this meter moved.
· Insurance: Motion 03-11 made by Councilman Cooper to renew the Borough’s Flood Insurance in the amount of $1400. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Councilman Cooper will have more information for next month’s meeting from CSC insurance. 
· Personnel: Charlies Krasnevich asked President Maleski the status of Councilman Roebuck missing 4 meetings in a row. Council President Maleski reported at this time there is nothing we can do.
· Public Safety: Motion 03-12 made by Councilman Cooper to purchase 2023 Dodge Charger in the amount of $47,223.70; this would be a down payment of $23,521.30 and budgeting $13,848.60 in 2024 and 2025, then financing the rest. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 03-13 made by Councilman Cooper to hire Antonio DeMarchi as a Part-time Police officer. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Motion 03-14 made by Councilman Johnson to hire Jason Humenik as Code Enforcement Officer. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Sanitation: Councilman Johnson reported no complaints this month. Previous complaints are being worked on. 
· Bridge, River & Trail: Council woman Eckels reported no new updates on the bridge. Ms. Eckels stated PennDOT is responsible for lighting on the bridge and will obtain a hard copy of this documentation.
Communications:
Secretary Ashley presented to council Westmoreland County Borough Association Annual Banquet dates also presented the Save the Date for 2nd annual blight summit. 
Councilman Requests:

Adjournment
Motion 03-15 made by Councilman Palfey to adjourn the regular meeting into executive session, no action to be taken. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.













Ashley Pergola
Secretary/Treasurer
