West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
January 9th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, January 9th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Terri Eckels, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson and Tony Berarducci were called present during roll call. Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack, Mayor Mary Popovich and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck was not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Joyce Pawlik was present on behalf of CROWN to update Council and the Community of their upcoming events through out the year, of which will be posted at the Borough office.
Paul Williams, EMA Director, was present to update Council and the Community of the latest events that happened the past few days in the Borough. Mr. Williams highlighted on a few events such as the mine subsidence in conjunction with the gas leak and water main break that shifted foundations on homes. Another event was a fire at the Filbern Manor, residents were placed back in the Manor shortly after. Two warming shelters were in place for this day, Collinsburg Fire Dept. and Turkeytown’ s Social Hall.
Motion 01-01 was made by Councilman Johnson to accept December’s Meeting Minutes as presented. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report. Mr. Mack reported the CoStars proposal for replacement of pump station control panel has also been attached to the Engineers report for Councils review. Mr. Mack reported the Borough’s Chapter 94 report will be due March 31st, 2023.
Motion 01-02 was made by Councilman Palfey to accept the Engineers report as presented. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman was not present.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso reported a special meeting will be needed to pass the LGUDA filing and Ordinance needed for PennVEST. Solicitor Dalfonso requested an executive session for personnel and Dr. Ives. The County is going to look at Beachwood to take an asepsis sample to start demolition thorough the county.
Motion 01-03 was made by Councilman Cooper to accept the solicitors report as presented. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Zoning Report – No Zoning report
Motion 01-04 was made by Councilman Berarducci to hire Mark Cypher as West Newton Borough’s Zoning and Ordinance Officer at the same rate as previous Zoning/Ordinance officers. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Mayors Report/Police Report – No police report this month. Mayor Popovich reported police officers updated their CPR/First Aid training class.
Motion 01-05 was made by Councilman Johnson to accept the mayors report as presented. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Bills – Motion 01-06 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bills. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 01-09 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay Kimbelry Contracting in the amount of $475.00 for camering work done for the Borough on High Street. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – Treasurers report was presented by Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola. 
Motion 01-07 was made by Councilman Johnson to accept Treasurer’s report as presented. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Tax Collectors Report - Secretary Ashley Pergola presented total year-to-date tax collections in the amount of $285,870.41.  Motion 01-08 was made by Councilman Johnson to accept the Tax Collectors report as presented. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted unanimous vote.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Councilman Cooper stated he was invited to a meeting with DWNI. Mr. Cooper also reported numerous grant opportunities to have a long-term plan within the Borough.
· Streets: Vice President Palfey gave the street department report and elaborated on the work completed by Kimberly Contracting with cameraing per review of proposals submitted by Kimberly Contracting. 
Motion 01-09 was made by Councilman Palfey to pay Kimbelry Contracting in the amount of $475.00 for cameraing. Second made by Berarducci. Motion adopted unanimous vote. Vice President reported Supervisor Lou came to him with the concern that the doors were opened on the 5&10 building. Police checked out the scene to make sure no one was in there and the 5&10 was locked back up with a new chain. Vice President Palfey will be following up with Lou regarding the lights being out on the bridge. Mr. Palfey reported water on N. 4th street, there was a chlorine test completed, Solicitor Dalfonso spoke and stated him and Lou are working on getting a warrant to gain access to the inside of this building to do further testing. Per last meeting, the No Outlet sign near Collinsburg Road and Cedar has been installed. Lastly, Vice President Palfey stated there are openings on the West Newton Pool Board, please check out West Newton Borough’s website for more information.
· Sewage: Councilman Berarducci reported the Sewage plant needs a new furnace; no bids are needed.
Motion 01-10 was made by Councilman Berarducci to purchase a new furnace at the sewage plant from Paul Berestecki Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Nothing to report. 
· Insurance: Councilman Cooper will be shopping around for new insurance policies.
· Personnel: Nothing to report.
· Public Safety: Nothing to report.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: President Maleski reported a meeting will be setup with Mark Cypher, Solicitor, and Secretary/Treasurer.
· Motion 01-11 made by Councilman Berarducci to accept the first proposal submitted by Kimberly Contracting, with an add alternate of second proposal, if needed. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted unanimous vote.
· Sanitation: Councilman Cooper reported compliant from resident.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Council woman Eckels announced a virtual meeting with Council members only to meeting with PennDOT and DWNI in regards to an ADA ramp and lighting.

Motion 01-12 made by Councilman Palfey to accept all committee reports as presented. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted unanimous vote.

Communications:
Secretary Ashley reported the Borough’s CoSTARs Salt agreement for 2023-2024 year is due by March 1st, 2023. Parking permit notices were sent out, local business asked if a lump sum payment was made if there would be a discount. Council reviewed and agreed to allow Parking permits to be paid in full for the whole year with the 12th month being free. Secretary Ashley presented the contract for Mr. John rentals, after review by council, Ashley will bring this back for further discussion and review at next meeting.
Councilman Requests:
Executive session
Adjournment
Motion 01-13 made by Council woman Eckels to adjourn the regular meeting into an executive session. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.





















Ashley Pergola
Secretary/Treasurer
