West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
February 13th, 2023
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, February 13th, 2023 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Brenda Maleski, Terri Eckels, Dan Palfey, Jason Cooper, Gary Johnson and Tony Berarducci were called present during roll call. Solicitor Sam Dalfonso, Engineer Dalton Mack, and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present. Council member Dan Roebuck and Mayor Popovich were not present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates: 
Barb LaFace was present on behalf of Downtown West Newton, INC. to present to Council DWNI’s 30th year anniversary focusing on the much needed Christmas displays. DWNI had sent out letters to local business owners requesting donations for snowflakes. Each business who purchases a snowflake will have a small plaque displaying their name below that snowflake. After purchasing the decorations for Main Street, the Borough would have full ownership of the decorations. Ms. LaFace asked if the Borough would contribute to two of the main swag displays in the amount of $3000.00. Motion 02-01 was made by Councilwoman Eckels to purchase two skyline swags in the amount of $3000.00 for the Christmas Decorations on Main Street. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Ms. LaFace updated the community with their upcoming events. 
Councilman Palfey elaborated to the public the Borough has already $1000.00 allocated towards this in the budget therefore they would pay $1000.00 and then the additional $1000.00 would come out of the Borough account that was allotted previously for the snowflake fund by the Borough.
Joyce Pawlik was present on behalf of CROWN to update Council on the one bid they received for surveillance for the gym by ProSite. Ms. Pawlik had asked for recommendations for a second bid. CROWN will be having quarterly meetings. Ms. Pawlik reported CROWN will still be holding their prom. Council President asked if CROWN has their 501©3 current and Ms. Pawlik stated no, but they are working to obtain one. 
Paul Williams, EMA Director, was present to update Council and the Community he has cards to give to Fire, EMS, and Police to help communicate with residents who may need assistance communicating. Mr. Williams is working with the County to get maps of the Borough that show Borough roads. Mr. Williams gave updates regarding the mine subsidence and if you want more information, you can find it online through the mine subsidence site. The Borough office will also have pamphlets regarding mine insurance.
Motion 02-02 was made by Councilman Johnson to accept January’s Meeting Minutes as presented. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Engineers report 
Engineer Dalton Mack presented the Engineers Report. Mr. Mack reported MS94 report has been submitted.
Motion 02-03 was made by Councilman Berarducci to accept the Engineers report as presented. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Friedeman gave update about Columbia gas work within the borough. Mr. Friedeman asked Council about the contact progress with PennDOT regarding the lights on the Bridge. Councilman Palfey stated contact was made to Gary Feury and we were waiting for a response back from him to know whose responsibility this would be. Supervisors Friedeman reported a new brush for the street sweeper has been ordered.
Solicitors Report – Solicitor Dalfonso reported having a meeting with the new Code Enforment officer. Mr. Dalfonso reported everything on the LGUDA filing is good except for one piece. Everything is uploaded for PennVest on our end. The County is working on funding for the Beachwood   building. There is an interested buyer in the GC Murphy building. Beachwood we are still waiting for the test results come back as well as Council President Maleski reported. WE are moving in the right direction and a Thank you was given by Council Presidents Maleski and Solicitor Dalfonso to everyone with the Main Street project and a thank you to all of the residents for their patience during construction.
Zoning Report – Secretary Pergola presented Mark Cypher’s January Zoning Report.
Mayors Report/Police Report – Mayor Popovich was not present; Councilman Cooper gave the monthly Mayor/Police report for December and January.
Motion 02-04 was made by Councilman Palfey to accept all of the previously given reports as presented. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Bills – Motion 02-05 was made by Councilman Johnson to pay all unpaid bills. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Treasurers Report – Treasurers report was presented by Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola. 
Motion 02-06 was made by Councilman Johnson to accept Treasurer’s report as presented. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Tax Collectors Report – No Tax Collectors Report at this time.

Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Councilman Cooper presented to Council preliminary bids received for both a new Police car and dump truck for the Borough. Mr. Cooper spoke with the USDA gentleman regarding what we would qualify for as a small borough. Public comment was given in regards to specs on the dump truck to take into consideration. Councilman Cooper spoke with Wings Across Westmoreland, we are still on track for the unveiling in May.
· Streets: Vice President Palfey reported everything has been covered under Supervisors report. Mr. Palfey asked if the issue near Venable was addressed. Supervisors Friedemann stated the issue is on the owner’s property but he will be able to get a better look at the issue when it rains.
· Sewage: Councilman Berarducci reported the Sewage plant report by Mark. Mr. Berarducci’s only concern was the DMR reports. Engineer Mack will be in contact with CWM regarding the DMR reports. 
Motion 02-07 was made by Councilman Berarducci to advertise for the new sewage plant position for a Labor/Operator in training. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Councilman Berarducci reported signup applications are posted on the office door.
· Insurance: Councilman Cooper met with CSC insurance that can do 15 -20% less than where we are at now.
Motion 02-08 made by Councilman Cooper to full out questionnaire form to submit back to CSC to give us a full quote. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Personnel: Nothing to report.
· Public Safety: Councilman Cooper met with Paul and will have more information regarding their conversation at next meeting. Councilman Cooper will be looking for 3 quotes for police vehicles by next meeting as well to be looked at. 
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Councilman Johnson requested for Chief Indof to address dump truck parked in the library parking lot since no parking permit is being paid for.
· Sanitation: Councilman Cooper reported no complaints this month. 
Council President Maleski reappointed sanitation to Gary Johnson.
· Bridge, River & Trail: Council woman Eckels reported on the virtual meeting with Council members, PennDOT and DWNI in regards to an ADA ramp and lighting. The plan is still 2024 to begin construction with the bridge. The question did come up about keeping the temporary bridge and PennDOT responded this bridge is a military bridge that will be rented by PennDOT.
Communications:
Secretary Ashley reported Westmoreland County Borough’s Association has an opportunity for the Borough to advertise in their Banquet booklet. Motion 02-08 was made by Councilman Palfey to purchase ¼ page advertisement in the amount of $45. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Ashley presented the Borough’s flood insurance renewal; Councilman Cooper will look into this before a decision is made. Ashley also presented to Council copies of port a john rental from Mr. John. Councilman Berarducci agreed to use Mr. John’s but only to keep the contract to 1 port a john for the monthly fee of $154 since the restrooms at the ball fields have been fixed. Mr. Berarducci stated if additional port a johns are needed for an event the renter can pay additional pricing to have more port a johns.
Councilman Requests:
Councilwoman Eckels stated to Council she had copies to give to Council to discuss at next work session regarding the comprehensive plan. Ms. Eckels also would like to send a letter to new businesses in the Borough no parking on the sidewalks.
Adjournment
Motion 02-10 made by Councilman Palfey to adjourn the regular meeting. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.





















Ashley Pergola
Secretary/Treasurer
