West Newton Borough
Regular Meeting
July 18th, 2022
The regular monthly voting meeting of West Newton Borough Council was held on Monday, July 18th, 2022 in Council Chambers, 112 South Water Street. Council President Brenda Maleski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members Gary Johnson, Brenda Maleski, Terri Eckels, Dan Roebuck, Dan Palfey, Tony Berarducci, and Jason Cooper called present during roll call. Mayor Mary Popovich, Krisha DiMascio, Engineers Don Hixson and Dalton Mack, and Secretary/Treasurer Ashley Pergola were also present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Delegates:
#1 Justin Lowanse – Mr. Lowanse was present on behalf of C.R.O.W.N. and recreation. Mr. Lowanse requested for the use of a field. Mr. Lowanse praised cleanup at the park and requested another under the lights Sunday, September 4th at Vine Street Park. 
Motion 07-01 was made by Councilman Palfey to accept last month’s minutes as presented. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Engineers report 
Engineers Mack and Hixson presented the Engineers Report.
Motion 07-02 was made by Councilman Cooper to amend the agenda to vote on Resolution 2022-11. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 07-03 was made by Councilman Cooper to adopt Resolution 2022-11. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 07-04 was made by Councilman Cooper to reopen Motion 07-03 for public comments. Resolution 2022-11 was adopted. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 07-05 was made by Johnson to accept the Engineers Report as presented. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Supervisors Report – Supervisor Lou Friedemann reported sewer repair on N. Fourth street, road repairs on Pittsburgh St., Collinsburg Road and 8th street. Mr. Friedemann reported salt has been ordered from Compass Minerals, 106 tons. Supervisor Lou Friedemann thanked the hard work and job well done by the Public Works Employees. Motion 07-06 made by Councilman Palfey to accept the Supervisors report. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Solicitors Report – Krisha DiMascio was present on Solicitor Sam Dalfonso’s behalf to present the Solicitors’ Report. Motion 07-07 made by Council member Eckels to accept the Solicitors Report. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Zoning Report – Total of 27 violations filed in the Month of June. Motion 07-08 was made by Councilman Palfey to accept zoning report. Second was made by Roebuck. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Mayors Report/Police Report - Mayor Popovich read June’s Police report submitted by Chief Gary Indof. Motion 07-09 was made by Councilman Berarducci to purchase a 24” Computer monitor. Second made by Roebuck. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Bills - Motion 07-10 made by Councilman Johnson to pay unpaid bills. Second by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Treasurers Report - Motion 07-11 made by Councilman Johnson to accept the Treasurers Report as submitted. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Tax Collectors Report - Secretary Ashley Pergola presented total year-to-date tax collections in the amount of $267,646.50. Motion 07-12 was made by Councilman Palfey to accept Tax Collectors Report as presented. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Committee Reports:
· Finance & Budget: Councilman Cooper presented to Council Wings Across Westmoreland Committee will meet July 27th to come up with a design. Councilman Cooper will look into grants starting 2023 for a playground.
· Streets:  Nothing to report. Councilman Palfey requested an executive board meeting regarding personnel.
· Sewage: Councilman Berarducci reported to Council the discussion of raising sewer rates. Motion 07-13 made by Councilman Berarducci to pay to have full-service maintenance completed on Generator at Pump Station in the amount of $1485.57. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
· Recreation: Councilman Palfey and Berarducci reported to Council they removed lights from the pavilions.
· Insurance: Nothing to report
· Personnel: Councilman Palfey requested an executive board meeting regarding personnel.
· Public Safety:  Councilman Roebuck reported chunks of asphalt had broken off and is laying in the drainage ditch. Councilman Roebuck requested the Street dept to clear out the ditch on Vernon Drive.
· Properties & Code Enforcement: Councilman Johnson reported to Council Robert Kelly resigned. 
· Sanitation: Councilman Cooper addressed complaints with County Hauling. County Hauling did send a new contract out for 2023. Councilman Cooper presented to Council about putting this out for bid or extending County Hauling’s Contract. 
· Bridge, River & Trail: Councilman Eckels reported an email from an engineer of Trans Systems to hold a public meeting, advertisement will be posted soon. 
Communications:
Secretary Pergola reported to Council Weights and Measurer’s informed about the parking meters and having a certification to collect the monies received from the meters. Secretary Pergola will present more information about this next month. 
Motion 07-13 made by Councilman Berarducci to purchase a digital camera for the Police Officers, not to exceed $200. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Motion 07-15 made by Councilman Berarducci to not exceed $2500 to be able to purchase tables, chairs, and tents for the September Festival. Second made by Johnson. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 07-16 made by Councilman Johnson made the motion to go with an outlook email for a new domain name. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 07-17 made by Councilman Palfey to pay Varin-Slavin for West Newton Borough Fire Company’s Insurance Renewal. Second made by Roebuck. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 07-18 made by Councilman Palfey to pay CSX for the first CCTV test on Main Street Sewer line in the amount of $1448.83. Second made by Cooper. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 07-19 made by Councilman Cooper to increase the flood insurance with Option B. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. Motion 07-20 made by Councilman Cooper to amend Motion 07-19 to go with Option A (Current Coverage) of flood insurance. Second made by Palfey. Motion adopted by unanimous vote. 
Councilman Requests:
Council President Maleski presented to council the suggestion of meeting schedule conflicts when there is a Holiday that falls on a Work Session date. Motion 07-21 made by Councilman Palfey to forego a work session when the date falls on a Holiday. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.
Paul Williams, EMA Director was present to inform Council about the American Red Cross drill session that will be available to the community to know what to do in an emergency situation with pets. Mr. Williams will have flyers created to post on the mywestnewton.com website soon for this emergency plan. Mr. Williams presented his concern and interest to looking into emergency activation lights for on the traffic signals.
Adjournment
Motion 07-22 made by Councilman Palfey to adjourn the regular meeting into an executive session, no action to be taken. Second made by Eckels. Motion adopted by unanimous vote.

Ashley Pergola
Secretary/Treasurer

